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BOBORBORO SOBRE 


A Prayer for Piety 


O God, we have come to think of Thee as Thou hast 
revealed Thyself in Thy Son, Jesus Christ. In this sublime 
way Thou hast shown us the value of character and of a 
life lived fully in harmony with spiritual values and forces. 

We know, too, that throughout the history of our 
Churches there has been, deep in the heart of the various 
reform movements, the earnest desire for a more pious, 
devout, pure religion. 4 

Our prayer today, therefore, is for a faith that makes 
us purer and nobler, stronger to contend for the true, the 
good, and the beautiful. In this day of progress may we 
advance toward Thee. In this day of wealth and pros- 


A Bit of a Heartache 


(One of the intensely human and tender “Bethany 
Letters’ written for the ‘Messenger’ by the 
former Supt. of Bethany, Dr. W. F. More) 


It is after supper of a rainy day. The skies are clear- 
ing but the ground is cold and damp. Most of the 
children are in the house. As I step out of my office 
into the hall I notice a little ten-year-old boy sitting 
on the floor and leaning against the wall. He is alone 
and has the appearance of one who has a bit of a 
heartache. 


I ask him whether he is sick and he answers, “No, 
Sir.” “Would you like to come out with me and sit on 
the porch?” He says “Yes,” and comes at once. I 
find a large rocking-chair, and having seated myself, 
I hold out my hands invitingly and he snuggles down 
on my lap with his bit of a heartache. 


For quite a while we rock in silence. Then I try 
to start a conversation. ‘You have neither father nor 
mother?’ “No,” he replies. “Do you remember your 
mother?” “Yes.” “What happened to her?” “She 
worried so much about my father and then she died.” 
“And what happened to your father?” ‘He was killed 
in an accident.” “And have you any brothers and 
sisters?” “I have a little sister. She was to come here, 
but somebody else took her.’ And then the tears begin 
to flow and the little boy weeps aloud. I have touched 
the little aching heart and it aches the more. I should 
have known better. 


I begin to sing softly a cradle song which I had sung 
to my own children years ago, “Sleep, baby, sleep,” 
and so on to the end. Then I start again from the 
beginning, substituting the little boy’s name for the 
word “baby,” and soon he begins to laugh. The heart- 
ache is leaving him and in its place there comes the 
soothing peace resulting from “the cuddling of the 
bairns.” 


When I think of the many who sometimes have a 
bit of a heartache, with no one to cuddle them, it 
makes my heart ache, too. 


perity may we not become spiritually poor and destitute. 
In this day of power and fame may we not be reduced 
to shame and humiliation because of the unworthiness of 
our inner lives, the utter neglect of spiritual things. 

Renew in us the desire for true and lovely piety, for 
true saintliness, true devotion. We may differ in race, 
in creed, in outlook, but we can ever unite in desiring the 
indwelling Spirit of Christ, the radiance of a lovely char- 
acter. Whatever may be our projects, our methods, and 
our plans, may we ever keep this aim supreme, for Christ’s 
sake. Amen. 

Richard K. Morton. 


THE FAMOUS GROSSMUNSTER (CATHEDRAL) AND 
HELMHAUS, IN ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 
(See article by Dr. T. A. Alspach) 
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A NEW LIFE OF JESUS 


Why a new life of Christ? Many will 
ask this question when they read this 
heading. Is there really anything new 
that can be said, with the hundreds of lives 
of Christ that we already have? If one 
is thinking of the conventional lives of 
Christ it is doubtful if there is anything 
new to be said. But Miss Winifred Kirk- 
land, whose book “Chaos and a Creed” 
attracted wide attention several years 
ago, has really given us a great deal that 
is new in her book “A Portrait of a Car- 
penter” just from the press of Charles 
Scribners’ Sons, for it is not a conven- 
tional life of Christ but an exhaustive and 
arresting study of the formative years of 
Jesus’ life and the surroundings in which 
the young Jesus grew up, dwelling espe- 
cially upon those conditions that shaped 
both His character and His message. It 
is a very welcome addition to the vast 
body of literature about Jesus. Further- 
more it is beautifully written and has 
brought before us the wonderful years of 
Christ’s boyhood and youth as no other 
book has done. The picture will remain 
with the reader forever. 

Miss Kirkland has made a thorough and 
exhaustive study of the customs of the 
land in which Jesus spent His first thirty 
years. First in the chapter called “The 
Background” we have a picture of the 
social and political environment in which 
Jesus spent His youth. Galilee was under 
foreign domination and was populated by 
great numbers of Romans and men of 
every race. A constant procession of men 
from every land was passing before the 
eyes of the observant lad. How much 
did this have to do with the universality 
of His message when He came to teach? 

Five chapters are devoted to the recon- 
struction of “The Nursery of Nazareth” 
and I do not recall any other book that 
has reconstructed His life at Nazareth so 
vividly or so revealed what the home life 
of Jesus meant to the short period of His 
ministry. First we have a truly beautiful 
picture of the home at Nazareth. It was 
a workingman’s home, as we all know, but 
what was it like. From contemporary doc- 
uments and recent historical findings the 
author has given us a real portrait of this 
home and the life which must have been 
lived in it. “Jesus grew to child-realiza- 
tion in a house that was probably neither 


A SUMMER IN ZURICH 
By T. A. Alspach, D.D. 


It was a great privilege to conduct Eng- 
lish preaching services in Zurich during 
July and August. These services were held 
in St. Anna Chapel, adjoining the Glocken- 
hof Hotel, a Christian hospice. Too much 
cannot be said concerning the courtesy of 
the local congregation and the minister, 
Pfarrer A. Mousson. This privilege afford- 
ed a splendid opportunity to become better 
acquainted with the life and the scenes of 
labor of the reformer, Ulrich Zwingli. 


Wildhaus, in the Valley of Toggenburg, 
is the place where Zwingli was born Jan. 
1, 1484. It is a village in the mountain 
wilds. A little girl six years old directed 
me to the place where Zwingli was born, 
and to my surprise found the house in a 
remarkable state of preservation. There 
is no railroad service to the village, all 
transportation is by means of a bus oper- 
ated by the government. There is a close 
connection between the ruggedness of the 
natural environment of Zwingli, the boy, 
and the force of his convictions as a 
reformer. 


better nor worse than the average artisan 
dwelling of the time. Each morning He 
opened His eyes on white-washed walls of 
rough stones. There were small windows 
high up. A wooden door stood open all 
day to the hot, sandy street. Along the 
inner side of the one room was a narrow 
platform on which the woven rugs which 
formed the bedding were folded away in 
the daytime, to be spread on the floor at 
night. On this wide shelf also, the scant 
household dishes and utensils were set. The 
floor was of beaten earth, well swept. 
Tight-woven baskets for the storage of 
food were suspended from the ceiling by 
pulleys, for protection from rats. There 
was little furniture.. There were no chairs. 
A low, painted wooden table held the cen- 
tral dish of meat or stewed fruit. The 
family sat on the floor about this table 
and sopped their flat cakes of barley-bread 
in the dish. Before and after the meal 
the youngest member of the family poured 
water over the hands of each of the others 
in turn. <A gaily painted wooden chest 
contained the clothes and the few other 
household possessions. In the shadow 
near the door, water jars as high as a 
little boys’ head were set, an aromatic herb 
floating on the top for coolness. The bak- 
ing was probably done at a large outdoor 
oven as today in Palestine.” 


I have purposely made this long quota- 
tion, to give an idea of the graphic por- 
trayals of backgrounds which run all 
through the book and because it was out 
of just this home that came the Saviour 
and Teacher of the world. What light this 
picture of homelife throws upon all of 
Christ’s contact with men, His great sym- 
pathies, His understanding of men, His 
hold upon the common people of every 
age. We have a different Christ with a 
different message for the world than we 
would have had had He been born and 
had He grown up in a home of wealth or 
even moderate luxury. The four following 
chapters are equally illuminating and fas- 
cinating: “Early Education,’ “Jesus and 
His Brothers,” “A Man and His Mother,” 
“His Father’s House.” In the story of 
Jesus’ relations with His father and 
mother the author has made no attempt 
to portray the Mary of the Church’s wor- 
ship or St. Joseph, but the sweet and gen- 
tle human mother presiding over the home 
described above and the father teaching 


Glarus is the scene of Zwingli’s labors 
for a period of ten years. It is a beautiful 
little town nestled in the folds of the 
mountains. The Church where Zwingli 
preached burned down in 1870, and on the 
site of the old Church is a beautiful new 
one, used by both Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. I came in contact with many 
boys and girls, and to all of them I put the 
question, “Do you know Zwingli?” In 
every case I received an affirmative answer. 
I feel satisfied that the children of this 
town know the name of Zwingli like our 
American children know the name of Lin- 
coln. In many parts of our country, when 
you say you belong to the Reformed 
Church, you are asked, “Reformed what?” 
This situation does not obtain in Glarus. 


Hinsiedeln, by air line over the moun- 
tains is only a few miles from Glarus. 
However, the town cannot be reached from 
Glarus directly. Between the two towns 
there is a wide difference. In Hinsiedeln, 
nobody knows the name of Zwingli, even 
though he labored here before going to 
Zurich. This town is a center for pil- 
grimages from distant parts of Europe. I 


his boy to work with him in the carpenter’s 
shop. 

A considerable portion of the book is? 
devoted to the period which might be called 
the dawn of manhood—from the age of 
twenty on. Here Miss Kirkland has, of 
course, to draw somewhat upon her imagi- 
nation, for we have no picture of those 
years. But Miss Kirkland has a very fine 
spiritual imagination, as every page of this 
book testifies, and she has made a deep 
study of the religious problems and 
thought engaging the world in which Jesus 
found Himself at twenty. I could not 
help feeling as I read the story of the 
young man’s thoughts and meditations that 
Miss Kirkland has given us a faithful and 
accurate picture of just the things Jesus 
was thinking of, the great problems over 
which He was brooding. Of one thing He 
was constantly thinking, namely, the na- 
ture and character of God. Of this we 
are sure, as Miss Kirkland points out, 
because when He entered upon His public 
ministry His God was a long tested one 
and proved. The Heavenly Father of the 
Gospels was most certainly conceived and 
experienced through long, silent years of 
communion with the Divine. Miss Kirk- 
land is perfectly justified in drawing the 
beautiful pictures of the young man Jesus 
spending long hours under the stars in 
communion with God, for the God of His 
teaching years was the God that could 
have been known and experienced only 
through these long, quiet, vigils under the 
stars. 

At last the time came when the Divine 
impulse within Him sent Him out of Naz- 
areth to become a part of the world and 
of the ages. Miss Kirkland thinks He 
might have gone out simply to hear John 
the Baptist and be baptized by him, ex- 
pecting to return to Nazareth and pursue 
His trade. No one knows, but we do 
know that after the baptism the Divine 
command to give Himself to all peoples 
came to Him and He turned His back upon 
Nazareth and went out into history. Here 
our author leaves Him, for she is concerned 
only with the Nazareth years. Again let 
me say that we have here the most faith- 
ful and engrossing reconstruction of those 
years that has yet appeared and this book 
must be upon the shelf of every one who 
would really understand Christ and His 


message. Frederick Lynch. 


saw six poor women who had just arrived 
from Poland, and they left all they had 
at this shrine. Ever since 948, when Con- 
rad, Bishop of Constance, had a revela- 
tion, it is maintained that miracles took 
place here. Today the Church is a healing 
shrine, and every one believes it was con- 
secrated by the angels. This angelic con- 
secration is recorded in a Bull of Pope Leo 
VIII. 


Another story that goes the rounds is 
that in this Church the Mother of God was 
seen to move herself. This black image 
of the Virgin has, through the years, at- 
tracted ten million pilgrims. At this shrine 
the blind, the lame, the deaf were restored, 
and lepers were healed. The monks were 


made princes of the Holy Roman Empire ~ 


with powers unlimited save by the Pope at 
Rome. LEinsiedeln became the Lourdes of 
Switzerland. In 1798, French troops ray- 
aged every valley of the Alps, and Hin- 
siedeln did not escape. 
town with a feeling of pity for these peo- 


ple in the grip of ignorance and supersti- — 
tion. Before I left I bought two pounds 


(Continued on Page 22) 


| 


One leaves this — 


 # 


¢4 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1931 REFORMED 


VOL. CIV, No. 43 


Published every Thursday 
at The Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., SEPTEMBER 24, 1931 


Reformed Church 


essenger ~ 


MESSENGER 3 


Whole Number 5240 


The Board of Christian Education of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States, the Rey. Paul S. Leinbach, D.D., 
president; the Rev. C. Clever, D.D., 
resident emeritus; the Rev. C. F, 
<riete, D.D., vice-president; the Rey. 
Paul J. Dundore, Ph.D., recording sec- 
retary; Milton Warner, treasurer; the 
Rev. Henry I. Stahr, D.D., executive 
secretary. 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. 
are sent until there is a special order for discontinuance. 


Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; 


In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
Remittances are acknowledged by latest date following the subscriber’s name on the 
wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter when a stamp is enclosed for that purpose. 


All mail should be addressed to Schaff 


articles for publication in care of the Editor; subscriptions and other business correspond- 


ence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Church Messenger. Checks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable te the 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


The Ray. Paut SErert LEINBACH, D.D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 
The Rev. A. S. Bromer, D. D., Associate Editor and Secretary of the Department of Business and Real Estate 
The Rev. AmBrosEe M. Scumipt, D. D., Assistant to the Editor 


Departmental Editors: The Rev. Tauro. F. Herman, D.D., The Rey. CHaries E. ScHarerrer, D.D., Mrs. H. W. Extson, The Rev. 
TuHos. W. Dickert, D. D., Miss ALLIENE S. De CHant, Mrs. Epwin W. LENTz, Dr. W. Epw. RAFFETY 


Editorial Contributors: Dr. FREDERICK LYNCH, Huspert W. Pret, Hersert W. Horwitt, Dr. WM. U. HELFFRIcH 
Business Department: GrorcE W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager; Miss L. M. Harris, Office Subscription Manager 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 


Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 
The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles. 
ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. 
Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted line. 


the writer is required in all cases. 


Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 


The signature of 


$1.68 per Inch each Insertion. (Fourteen lines to an inch.) Special 


Address all communications about advertising to THH RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
All other communications should be addressed to 1505 RACE STREET, Philadelphia. 


Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, Pa., as 


second-class matter, January 13th, 1902. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate 


of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. 


00 S55 00 0 0 55 00 SS 8 S08 5000 900 5 00 S500 


PDT TOR IAL 


A “DRY PRESCRIPTION” BY A GREAT SOLDIER 


Whatever may be your personal opinion of General 
Smedley D. Butler as a militant defender of military pre- 
paredness or as the user of occasional explosive epithets, 
it is generally conceded that he is a two-fisted fighter for 
what he believes to be right, who has great influence with 
millions of thoughtful people. His experience in fighting 
against many entrenched wrongs gives considerable author- 
ity to the judgments he expresses with regard to the possi- 
bility of enforcing the laws of our country. At any rate, 
we cordially commend the reading of General Butler’s 
article in the October Christian Herald, in which he sets 
forth unequivocally the claims that Prohibition is a neces- 
sary measure for America’s economic supremacy; that the 
Prohibition law can be enforced; and that the methods 
which he used when Director of Public Safety in Philadel- 
phia, if rigorously carried out everywhere, will make the 
law at least ninety per cent effective. As Christian citi- 
zens we may not necessarily agree with him that we should 
place “less emphasis on the moral issue and more on the 
economic,” nor do we believe that ‘noisy demonstrations” 
will atone for the lack of fervent prayer. We can, how- 
ever, fully agree that those in sympathy with the Dry cause 
must show less patience with political bosses and office- 
~ holders who have been double-crossing the friends of Pro- 
hibition, and that we must show more activity at the polls 
and in personal contacts with those charged with the duty 
of law enforcement. If it be conceivable that the friends of 
Prohibition are doomed to lose out in America, as Mr. 
Curran, the high-salaried president of the Association 
Against the Eighteenth Amendment, sneeringly boasts, it 
will be due to treason and unfaithfulness among those who 
profess to be the enemies of the liquor traffic. 

We hope every reader of the MESSENGER will ponder 
earnestly upon these striking words from the pen of Gen- 
eral Butler: “J am unalterably in favor of Prohibition be- 
cause it is the only way to secure temperance in the use of 
liquor. If we were to reverse or modify our stand on 
Prohibition, I believe we would have a flood of drinking 
in this country that would swamp it. We must not change 
horses in midstream—besides, there is no other horse. No 
really practicable substitute for Prohibition has been pro- 
posed. 


its champions to fight it out alone. 


“The problem of enforcement is not so much one for 
the authorities as it is for the Drys. At present the Drys 
seem content with the fact that the law is on our statute 
books, and as a result have folded their hands, and permit 
They may secretly pray 
for the success of the law, but those poor devils who are 
attacked don’t know about those prayers. The Drys, if 
they wish to see a successful program, must give up their 
dependence on prayer and hope alone. They must put on 
their brass hats and shout loudly and continually. They 
must denounce with heat and persistence those who are lax 
or dishonest in their sworn task of enforcing the laws. 
Those who are doing their jobs well must be made to 
realize that the Drys are with them and will fight for them. 
Those who are not performing their jobs must be made 
to understand that the Drys will shout their dishonesty from 
the roof-tops. When a Dry official, a prosecutor, a magis- 
trate or other officer refuses to do his duty, then it is up to 
the Drys to camp at his office door and insist upon action. 
A campaign for defeat at the next election should be 
started if he refuses to heed. A well-planned campaign 
along these lines will bring an improvement in enforcement 
efforts. That is my ‘Dry Prescription.’ Prohibition can 
be enforced. The Federal Government has recently adopted 
a vigorous and sensible policy which is sure to bring bet- 
ter results. Instead of wasting ammunition on sparrows, 
it has turned its sixteen-inch guns on worth while targets. 
A few more clean-ups like the Government staged in Chi- 
cago against Capone and his henchmen will do more to aid 
enforcement than all the small, politically staged raids of 
past years did to discredit enforcement and hinder it.” 


Meanwhile both sides seem to feel a measure of con- 
fidence. Mr. Curran claims that in five years Prohibition 
will be remembered only as “a black page” in our history, 
and the New York American shows the Prohibition camel 
on a dead run “in full retreat.” At the same time Dry 
figures show Congress remains 80 per cent Dry, and it 
would take a 75 per cent Wet Congress to repeal the Pro- 
hibition laws. And Dr. Stanley High, Editor of the pro- 
jected Dry daily, says undoubtedly the Wet agitation 
reached its peak in 1930, and has been steadily losing 
ground ever since. In our opinion sleepless vigilance and 
rapidly increasing aggressiveness will be needed to hold 
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our gains and prevent a calamitous outcome in the approach- 


ing Presidential campaign. Such a red-blooded challenge 
as that of Gen. Butler is of inestimable value. 
re ea 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS SPEAK 


We call your special attention to the “Solemn Statement 
of Conviction” appearing in this issue, in which a group of 
citizens express to the President and Congress of the 
United States what they believe to be their duty on the 
question of participation in armed ‘conflict, in view of the 
recent Supreme Court decision (5 to 4) which denies the 
right of citizenship to persons who refuse to abdicate their 
conscience, if and when they may be commanded to put 
the voice of Congress above the voice of God. We hope 
you will read this carefully and if you find yourself in 
agreement with it, you are invited to sign the statement and 
forward it to the address indicated. 

Very fittingly does this significant document quote from 
the now historic minority opinion of Chief Justice Hughes 
these words: “The essence of religion is belief in a relation 
to God involving duties superior to those arising from any 
human relation.” This is the very charter of our Christian 
citizenship, and no freemen should be willing to surrender 
it. The majority decision abrogates this right, which we 
believe to be inalienable; and while it is the Jaw, conscien- 
tious objectors must be willing to suffer whatever penalty 
may be involved in disobedience to it. But we consider 
it inconceivable that a decision so unfortunate and so con- 
trary to the rights of conscience and the spirit of America 
should long stand in our Republic. 

ae ee 


WISE COUNSEL 


In the beautiful memorial booklet in honor of the Rev. 
Dr. Wilson F. More, which has just been published, there 
are many things well worthy of a wider reading. One of 
these is the letter given by Professor Irwin Hoch DeLong, 
Dean of the Theological Seminary at Lancaster. He writes 
a gracious tribute to Dr. More as a Christian pastor, in 
which he gives credit to Dr. More not only for re-awaken- 
ing within him a desire to prepare for the Christian min- 
istry, but also for tutoring him without charge, opening 
the way for Church activities which gave him splendid 
practical experience for his future work, and then enlisting 
the interest of others to make financial contributions toward 
his support in college and seminary. Dr. DeLong con- 
cludes his tribute with a copy of the letter addressed to him 
by Dr. More in 1895, which is so typical of the man and 
is so full of sound sense that it deserves to be remembered. 
It is as follows: 

“T append hereunto a list of those who have assisted you 
during the past year, together with the date and the amounts 
of their contributions; also a statement of money disbursed 
in your behalf and for which I hold receipts. Your bene- 
factors have no desire to parade their gifts before the 
public and I caution you strictly not to reveal their names 
to any one under any circumstances without my consent. 

“In giving you these names I have a two-fold object in 
view: first, to inform you as to who the persons are who 
assisted you that you may know where you owe a debt of 
gratitude; secondly, to enlarge your views and to liberalize 
your mind so that in your future work you may be able 
to exercise a discriminative judgment with reference to all 
classes and conditions of men with whom you may have 
to do. In looking over the list of your benefactors, you 
will please remember One whose name does not there ap- 
pear, namely your Father in Heaven, whose blessing and 
whose Spirit made your benefactors both able and willing 
to assist you. “O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
good, and His mercy endureth forever.’ ‘He is. your Re- 
fuge and your Strength, an ever-present Help in all kinds 
of trouble.’ 

“There are those who delight in decrying the wealthy. 
Idle and shiftless themselves, they begrudge the prosperity 
of those whose foresight, industry, economy and general good 
management have made (them) rich. Because those who 
have accumulated property do not see fit to throw it away 
with lavish hand for the improvident to pick up, they are 
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frequently denounced and sometimes you will be expected 
to join in such denunciation. Then you will do well to 
run over the list of your benefactors and to remember that 
among those who befriended you in your hour of need, 
were some who were rich and who were not unwilling to 
give of their riches, unobtrusively, to assist a worthy cause. 
A minister of the gospel needs to defend the rich against 
the injustice of the poor as well as the poor against the in- 
justice of the rich. 

“Again, you find those who seem to be unwilling to recog- 
nize any good outside of the so-called active membership 
of the Christian Church, yea, who are ready to denounce 
all those who hold aloof from Church associations.. You 
will find one of the most liberal of your benefactors, in fact 
the only one who gave more than he was asked for, is a per- 
son who is looked down upon by many who love to occupy 
‘the chief seats in the synagogue.’ Instead of joining in 
the disparagement of such, you will do well, in your future 
ministry, to study the question why people whose gifts 
show them to be large-hearted, should be unwilling to asso- 
ciate more intimately with the active membership of the 
Church. And when the study of this question forces upon 
your attention the fact of the narrow-mindedness, bigotry, 
hypocrisy and selfishness of many who make themselves 
conspicuous in the Churches, you will be inclined to think 
at least with charity of those who find more congenial com- 
pany in the world than in the Church. Not that these are 
right in remaining without, but that we as ministers in the 
congregation should concern ourselves with restraining and 
condemning sin within the congregation rather than spend 
ourselves in denouncing sin without. When people of the 
world respond cheerfully and liberally to a worthy cause, 
there is abundant occasion to inquire whether their non- 
attendance at Church is not perhaps due to the fact that 
persons of transparent ungodliness occupy positions of 
honor in the Church. You will do well to think of these 
things while you are preparing yourself for the ministry. 

“You should bear in mind also that all these contributions 
were secured on my assurance that money given towards 
your education would be well bestowed. You have done 
well thus far, and your excellent record has been one of 
the most potent factors in securing you support. You your- 
self have made assistance possible. You owe it not only to 
yourself but to me and to all your benefactors as well, to 
do good work and maintain a good character in the future. 
Should you fail, it would be a reflection upon my judgment 
and would make it well-nigh impossible to secure assistance 
from the same sources for any one else in the future. You 
see how much depends on your faithfulness.” 

This message from the heart of a consecrated pastor 
reveals how singularly fair-minded he was and how fully 
devoted to the cultivation of large-heartedness and broad- 


mindedness in others. 
* * * 


VACATION 


Rest! Rest lays aside the burden and heat of the day. 
It takes worry and care away. It gives man time to look 
up and out, to revalue, to readjust, to recreate. 

Rest! Man then can really hear and see. He can lie 
upon his back and see a crescent moon ride slowly down 
the sky. He can see, yea hear, the infinite depths from 
which shine Polaris, Cassiopaeia, Orion. Vast, infinite, 
wonderful are the heavens, “And, behold, it is very good.” 

Rest! Away, unworried, man climbs to the mountain-top 
and sees out into the far directions. The valleys are fair 
in their abundance. Buckwheat whitens under the sun. 
Ploughed fields turn green with spring-sown wheat. Corn 


shocks make new patches upon the summer’s quiet. Rivers — 


wander lazy to the sea. Mighty are the mountains, fair the 
valleys, “And, behold, it is very good.” 


Rest! From a little bluff, man looks down upon a rocky . 
He sees and hears — 
r 


He feels the breeze upon his brow, blown clean from far 


What hopes! © 


shore and out across the endless sea. 
the tides roll in, to try the ocean’s strength upon the rocks 


across the waters. What dreams are his! 

What new courage! He comes from off that holy ground 

new made, “And, behold, it is very good.” or 
Rest! Man wanders through the field and wood. 


- 


tls 
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dot the meadow and stand, switching lazily at the flies, deep 
in summer’s shaded pool. A covey of quail starts up. A 
cock partridge whirrs aloft in gorgeous splendor. A sca- 
vanger swoops in graceful glide. A hare, a squirrel darts 
off through his familiar path. Can you put your hand 
upon that rugged bole and name it: “White oak, hickory, 
ash, or white pine?” Man wanders through the field and 
wood, “And, behold, it is very good.” 

Rest! Man grows tolerant of his fellows. He sees his 
brother as he really is. He marvels at what he has grandly 
done with his inheritance. His city! Man once built Babel. 
He feared and left his tower. Now man builds into the 
clouds. He burrows down into the rocks below and there 
works mighty works. Man! He laughs, too, and sings, 
and plays. He daubs his histories with a brush. He 
stretches strings across a hollow to sound his might in 
symphonies. He sharpens quills and scratches his visions 
and his dreams across eternal parchments. He is hero and 
coward. He is strong, he is weak. He is good, he sins. 
Yet struggling onward, upward, Man—, “And, behold, it 
is very good.” 

Rest! Man remakes, rebuilds, redeems. He sees and 
hears. With the great Creator he looks about and cries 
from an o’er-full heart, “And, behold, it is very good.” He 
has only a little time forrest. In that short space he must 
see and hear enough to be able always to carry in his 
heart, “And, behold, it is very good.” 

What God hath wrought is very good. Man has done 
wonders with his inheritance. What God, with man, can 
do is yet but vision, dream. When man begins to hear and 
see how very good creation is, how very good it all can be, 
and fearlessly struggles for his sharing in the great Creator’s 
blessing, then life will come in real abundance. 

God is good! It is a good earth! The good in man’s 
heart is very good! After rest and redemption, we can 
show the world the good in all creation and with them sing 
the Creator’s song: “And, behold, it is very good.” (Genesis 
Pegle 

—CLEMENT W. DeCuant. 
Pie 


A YEAR FOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
“Every Church Training Every Leader!” 


That is the slogan adopted by the Protestant denomina- 
tions for the work of the year beginning in September, 
1931. For twelve months the major emphasis in all denomi- 
nations is to be placed on the training of a strong leader- 
ship. And every congregation will be challenged to join 
this nation-wide movement. 

The Reformed Church will co-operate heartily in making 
the Leadership Training Year one of real progress in the 
growth of Church workers. Like other groups, we feel 
the urgent need for leaders who are equipped successfully 
to guide the activities of the Church. 


Each of our congregations will be invited to become “A, 


” 


Church with a Growing Leadership.” Fourteen different 
ways of developing leaders will be proposed to every pas- 
tor and Church School Superintendent. If they undertake 
to use at least two of these ways diligently throughout the 
Leadership Training Year, the congregation will be en- 
rolled, a beautiful poster will be sent for display in some 
conspicuous place, and specific helps will be provided for 
the carrying out of the enterprises that the congregation has 
selected. 

Here is an unusual opportunity for the local Church to 
put the momentum of a national movement behind its own 
program of leadership training. What Leadership Train- 
ing Year will mean in terms of increased faith and surer 
skill depends on the wisdom of pastors and superintendents 
and others in high places. There has not been within the 
last quarter of a century a more promising venture in the 
Church than this concerted drive for the education of cap- 


able, devoted leaders. —F. 
x x x 


FAMILY LOYALTY 


Our friend, Dr. John H. Horstmann, who recently com- 
pleted a quarter of a century of splendid service as Editor 
of The Evangelical Herald, and continues with unabated 
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vigor and ever-deepening spiritual insight, gave this wise 
word on “Family Loyalty” in a recent issue, which we pass 
on for the benefit of our readers: 

“Family loyalty, like national loyalty, is often overdone. 
One may be so devoted to the members of one’s particular 
family, so bent on furthering their happiness and interests 
as to become utterly indifferent to the happiness and interest 
of other families. Thus, family loyalty, lovely as it is in 
its own small sphere, may become a social menace, just as 
national loyalty is often so intense as to destroy the peace 
of the world. Yet, family loyalty is a precious virtue and 
absolutely essential to family unity and happiness. The 
disintegration of the home seems to be one of our present 
day accepted and deplored facts. In our search for the 
reasons we keep ‘our eyes fixed upon outside influences, 
and outside factors surely do exert a tremendous pressure 
upon the atmosphere of the home, often destroying its 
very life. Within the home, itself, however, there is a 
growing neglect in fostering the spirit of loyalty among the 
members of the family. Too often, family weaknesses, 
foibles, troubles, ‘skeletons’ of all sorts, are not kept in the 
family closet where they rightfully belong, but are paraded 
up and down the thoroughfare by some disloyal member 
to the delight or horror, as the case may be, of anyone who 
cares to look. 5 

“TI write letters frequently to people who have official 
positions or who are employed in offices. Once in a while 
I write ‘Personal’ on an envelope which signifies to the 
members of the office staff that this particular communica- 
tion is not an ordinary business letter, but the sole prop- 
erty of the person to whom it is addressed. A child, it 
seems to me, should be taught quite early that there are 
certain ‘personal’ things which are no one’s concern except 
the concern of his own family. The income of the family, 
expense, debts, savings, questions of discipline, misunder- 
standings, troubles of various kinds, plans and dreams for 
the future are some of the things which, except in rare in- 
stances, must be considered the family’s ‘personal’ affairs. 
To speak in harsh criticism of a brother, sister, child or 
parent in the presence of ‘outsiders’ is, first of all, a mark 
of ill breeding. It is furthermore an ugly form of dis- 
loyalty which has been responsible for the breaking of 
thousands of home ties.” 

ee ak 


A GREAT APPEAL FROM A GREAT SCIENTIST 


Somehow one does not look for the fervor of a crusader 
in one of the world’s foremost scientists. Especially is it 
surprising to many to find such consecrated enthusiasm for 
peace in the heart and mind of a master mathematician as 
is exhibited by Dr. Albert Einstein, Has any religious 
leader spoken with greater force on this supreme moral is- 
sue than Professor Einstein in his stirring letter to the Con- 
ference of War Resisters at Lyons, France, a message in- 
tended for all ardent peace lovers in every land. Here are 
some of the trenchant, heartsearching paragraphs in that 
remarkable letter. What is the answer of your conscience? 
Dr. Einstein says: 

“All the nations of the world are talking about disarm- 
ament. You must lead them to do more than talk. The 
people must take this matter out of the hands of states- 
men and diplomats. 

“Those who think that the danger of war is past are liv- 
ing in a fool’s paradise. We have to face today a militarism 
far more powerful and destructive than the militarism which 
brought the disaster of the Great War. 

“This is the achievement of Governments. But among 
the peoples the idea of war resistance spreads. You must 
lead the people to declare that they will take no part or 
lot in war or in the preparation of war. You must call 
upon the workers of all countries unitedly to refuse to be- 
come the tool of death-dealing interests. There are young 
men in twelve countries who are resisting conscription by 
refusal to do military service. They are the pioneers of a 
warless world. Every sincere friend of Peace must sup- 
port them and help to arouse the moral conviction of the 
world against conscription. 

“T appeal especially to the intellectuals of the world. I 
appeal to my fellow-scientists to refuse to co-operate in 
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research for war purposes. J appeal to the preachers to 
seek truth and renounce national prejudices. I appeal to 
the men of letters to declare themselves unequivocally. 

“This is no time for temporising. You are either for war 
or against war. If you are for war, you must encourage 
science, finance, industry, religion, and labor to exert their 
power to make your national armaments as efficient and 
deadly as they can be made. If you are against war, you 
must encourage them to resist it to the uttermost. I ask 
everyone who reads these words to make this great and 
definite decision. 

“Let this generation take the greatest step forward ever 
made in the life of man. Let it contribute to those who 
follow, the inestimable sight of a world in which the bar- 
barity of war has been forever renounced. We can do it 
if we will. It requires only that all who hate war shall 
have the courage to say that they will not have war. 

“T appeal to all men and women, whether they be emi- 
nent or humble, to declare before the World Disarmament 
Conference meets at Geneva in February, that they will re- 
fuse to give any further assistance to war or the prepara- 
tion for war. I ask them to tell their Governments this in 
writing, and to register their decision by informing me that 


they have done so.” 
*x* * OX 
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The Parables of 
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THE PARABLE OF THE STRING-TIED PACKAGE 


You’ve seen it, and then looked at the person toting it? 
That disreputable, hastily packed bundle, wrapped in news- 
paper or creased wrapping paper, open or gaping ends, 
neither square nor round, and held together with assorted 
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pieces of string, twine, cord, binder twine—shabby luggage, 
bundles tied with string, the emblem of our poverty or 
slovenliness, or our mortality! 


Bundles, bags, grips, suitcases, brief cases, all are of the 
nature of impedimenta, no matter whether We lug them, 
or are sufficiently well-to-do to hire a Red Cap to walk by 
our side and carry them for us. The snail carries his house 
on his back, the bird builds its nest and deserts it when the 
fledglings have flown away. Man lives in a house, but 
seems to be possessed by a desire to carry some of its con- 
tents along with him wherever and whenever he goes forth, 
—cane, dignity, parcel, smart luggage plastered with foreign 
hotel labels, string-tied bundles. In what way does the aver- 
age baggage-carrying Gentile differ from the Jewish Peddler 
of three generations ago? Man is a carrying animal. The 
Artist carries his easel and paint kit; the musician, his be- 
loved Cremona; the preacher, his sermon; the politician, 
his affability; the college student, his pipe and bearskin 
coat; the flapper, her compote and little else ; while the doc- 
tor is recognizable by his case, 


Toting bundles is our task. Look at the people waiting 
for a train in a city railway station. Most of them look 
tired, fretful and nervous, and no wonder, for all are loaded 
down with bundles; pets in baskets and cages, lunch in shoe 
boxes, flowers, plants, shrubbery, Gladstone bags and over- 
night the same: tired out ere they start on their journey 
and apprehensive that some little string-encased bundle 
may be forgotten and left behind. The last thing to be 
grabbed on the run to the platform is the umbrella. We 
seem to relish being overburdened with bundles: bank bal- 
ances, safe deposit box contents, real estate, fortunes, 
libraries, scholastic degrees, titles. Good Lord, deliver us 
from bundles, especially the string-tied ones, and make us 
content with little and willing to go forth with few burdens 
into the paths of Peace and Contentment! If this parable 
needs a moral, let it be an apology to Franz Werfel for 
setting the Penman on this tack. 


Russia Is a Riddle 


By Dan--B. BRUMMITT 


(The writer of this letter, the brillant Editor of the “Northwestern Christian Advocate,” has been traveling this summer 
in Russia and other parts of Europe. He is writing home to four of his own people, a father, a 


mother, and two grown children. 


We are glad to let our readers share “The Brummitt Let- 


ters” with those to whom they are primarily addressed) 


Dearly Beloved: 


You were raised on riddles, as you well 
remember. So you know that one of the 
oldest forms of riddle comes from conceal- 
ing a familiar fact by the simple expedient 
of stating it the other way around. A 
society in Nebraska takes the word “Aksar- 
ben” for its title. New York looks queer 
when you write it “Kroywen,”’ and I once 
rode in a Pullman car whose intriguing 
name of “Klimwoce” lost all its glamour 
when I realized it was nothing but “cow 
milk” spelled backward. 

Well, Russia is like that; or perhaps like 
the upside-down image you see in a cam- 
era’s ground glass. Until you realize that 
everything Russian is shown to the world 


from an unaccustomed point of view, the 


whole scene will appear grotesque or mean- 
ingless. 

Stating things in the large, and leaving 
plenty of room for exceptions, here are 
some of the topsy-turvy aspects of present- 
day Russia. 

Everybody works, and nobody is rich. 
Convicts are treated far better than in this 
country, while “kulaks”’—self-reliant peas- 
ants—are crushed. Marriage and divorce 
are easy, free, and frequent; but sex rela- 
tions are measureably robbed of romance, 
as well as of the sordidness which in capi- 
talistie countries we cloak under the eu- 
phemism, “social evil.” 

The old class distinctions are gone, but 
new ones emerge. Self-criticism is inces- 
sant, but the censorship of reading and 


writing and speaking is rigid. The army 
is a huge and efficient war machine, but it 
is made to work for its living. Nobody 
may amass wealth, yet the whole country 
is athrill with the urge to produce. 

The Soviet Union is in no immediate 
danger from outside attack, and the pros- 
pect of any such attack grows slighter 
every day, yet it is in the grip of a war 
psychosis, and millions of Russians believe 
that the rest of the world is arming against 
them. 

While all existing religion is frowned 
upon and opposition to it is in every way 
encouraged, a new culture of atheistic rev- 
erence, service, and sacrifice is rapidly de- 
veloping. 

I took a picture of the great Church of 
Christ the Redeemer, in Moscow, just as 
the workmen started to tear the building 
down. A big Soviet office building will go 
up on the site. 


One of the keys to the solution of to- 
day’s Russian riddle, as of any country’s, 
is history. History is anything but bunk. 

New Russia is built on hard facts plus 
bitter memories. One day I was part of 
a steady procession of young people being 
conducted through the Museum of the Rev- 
olution in Moscow. It is a place which 
would stir you to your soul’s center. 

Here, by every device that the most ex- 
pert publicity mongers can command, is 
dramatized the ages of agonizing struggle 
which the Russian people have gone 
through against slavery, serfdom, feudal- 


ism, autocracy, and superstitious priest- 
craft. In this museum are statues, pic- 
tures, relics, visualizations of massacres, 
executions, exile, chains, dungeons, pogroms, 
and every other form of torture, outrage, 
and murder of the common people. 

Here are shown stockades, persecutions, 
trials, betrayals, plots within plots, secret 
printing presses, forbidden books, pictures 
of barricades, bombardments, and assassi- 
nations. 


It is as terrible a story as Dante imag- 
ined for his seven hells, and in the large 
it is a true story. 


The procession which goes through this 
museum every day is accompanied by 
guides and teachers who overlook no point 
to drive home the lesson of a people’s 
struggle for freedom and for bread. They 
do not forget to point out, for instance, 
what is an unpleasant reminder to a West- 
erner of a now almost forgotten hysteria— 
the collection of war posters, French, Ital- 
ian, German, British, and American, with 
all their appeals to patriotic hate. 

All this background of terrible history is 
ever present in the mind of the new Rus- 
sia, and against it you can imagine that 
the really great evils and ecruelties of the 
present regime seem insignificant and mild. 


The first thing you see in the great Rus- 


sian cities is people — endlessly passing 
crowds of plainly, even poorly dressed fo 
They are much more noticeabie than 
almost empty shop windows, or t 
strangely different traffic of the str 
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One reason for the crowds is that Russia 
has abolished the seven-day week with its 
Sunday, and has substituted a five-day 
week without any Sunday. If we five were 
Russian workers, each of us might have a 
different rest day. This means, you see, 
that every day one-fifth of all the workers 
are off the job. 

They are on the streets, partly because 
house-room is anything but roomy—you 
are entitled to a floor space the size of a 
9x12 rug, if so much happens to be avail- 
able. If you are married, the two of you 
can claim twenty-three square meters; 
about as much as one room not quite fif- 
teen feet each way. 

And another reason for the crowds is 
food. Almost never is there food enough, 
so people, especially women, form in line 


A Life of 


If I understand the topic, assigned to 
me by your Committee, fully, I take it 
that I am to discuss the question: “Can 
we still pray in the face of the light, 
daily promulgated by the discovery of new 
natural laws, pronounced to be immutable 
and final as far as the orderly conduct of 
the Universe and the destiny of man is 
concerned 2” 

This question seems also to presume that 
modern science has created a contempt for 
religion. History repeats itself. A hun- 
dred years ago the cultured classes of so- 
ciety were charged with the same affront 
and efforts were made to discover germs 
of truth in their contempt, which would 
lead to a new birth of religion. Today 
these very cultured circles of Society ex- 
hibit an overzealous concern for religion, 
making room for doubt as to their sincer- 
ity. On the other hand a thoroughgoing 
contempt for religion has become prevalent 
among the broad masses, the laboring class 
of Society so-called, among whom the 
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Moscow 


2 


in front of the stores, waiting till the sup- 
plies come and they can buy as much as 
their food cards allow them, until the sup- 
ply runs out. As very often it does, long 
before the last customer has even been 
able to get into the store. 

The Russian of the cities, at least, seems 
to be falling into line with the new pro- 
gram of regimentation and mass-guidance. 
This is due, perhaps, to the fact that most 
of the people of the cities are young men 
and women, who have not lost their zest 
for the dramatic and the spectacular. 

On one busy day in Moscow, I saw Red 
Square crowded with 80,000 members of 
organized athletic and social clubs, who 
had been marching and singing and going 
through their evolutions for hours with ap- 
parent absence of any weariness or bore- 


Prayer in a World 


By Dr. R, C. SCHIEDT 


preachment of Socialism, Communism, etc., 
have turned mere contempt of religion into 
bitter hatred. Indirectly, modern science 
which gave rise to the wonderful increase 
of industrial production by the invention 
and application of machinery and with it 
to the rise of the Proletariat is being held 
responsible for this hatred against reli- 
gion. This hatred does not merely con- 
cern this or that ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, this or that system of creeds, it is 
directed against the very heart of religion, 
against the belief in God. Agnosticism 
and atheism have become rampant in all 
lands and among all nations. 

And yet I am fully convinced that in 
this very protest against religion a new 
force is to be discovered, a new power of 
religion, similar to that of a century ago 
when the Newmeasure System captured the 
emotions and imaginations of the leaders 
of Society, a power that reveals in the 
very denial of the belief in God the mani- 
festation of miraculous agencies, heralding 
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dom. The crowds were so great that I 
had to make a wide and weary detour, and 
almost missed my appointment. 

A few days before there was a great 
anti-war rally at the Park of Culture and 
Rest. This was an organized and ordered 
affair to which members of many trade 
unions were expected to turn up. These 
were older people than those of the athletic 
festival. 

The man who failed to be in his place in 
the line would soon find himself listed as a 
slacker or an unsocial member of the social 
group, and his position would grow more 
and more difficult every day. 

At this anti-war rally a competent ob- 
server estimated that half of those present 
would not have been in line except for the 
indirect compulsion which is so easily 
brought to bear, in capitalistic countries as 
well as in Socialist countries. 

A bit of light is thrown on the puzzle of 
present-day Russia if you realize that Rus- 
sia is trying to do in one generation what 
industrial America has done in three or 
four, and what Western Europe took three 
centuries to accomplish. That is not the 
Five-Year Plan alone, but one plan after 
another, each bigger than the last. 

Russia is a country where money scarcely 
counts — for the Russian. The range of 
wages may be from fifty to a thousand 
rubles per month. But for the present at 
least, wages are not important. Every 
worker has the price for more than he 
needs of the absolute necessities, when they 
are to be had, and if he had ten thousand 
rubles there are many necessities and prac- 
tically all luxuries which for him are non- 
existent. They cannot be had at any price. 

All the testimony I could gather, both 
from friends and enemies of the Russian 
regime, agree that there is practically no 
unemployment, and that in many indus- 
tries and in many sections of the country 
there is an acute and even critical shortage 
of labor. 

This is due, of course, to the vast con- 
struction enterprises which have been 
launched since the beginning of the Five- 
Year Plan. Try to get something of an 
idea as to the extent of it by imagining 
that the United States, starting from 
scratch, was proposing in one decade to 
build its Pittsburghs, Detroits, Fall Rivers, 
Newark, and other great industrial cen- 
ters; to bring the entire Mississippi Valley 
from Ohio to the Rockies under the plow; 
to develop its oil fields, its coal mines, its 
ore deposits, its forests; and create a whole 
new system of railroads. The wonder is 
not that the thing is making unequal prog- 
ress, but that it manages to get ahead at 
all. 


Did I not say that Russia is a riddle? 


of Science 


a new and purer belief in God, a saner 
religious faith than the most pious funda- 
mentalists have ever dreamed of. 

Max Muller somewhere in his lectures 
on “The Seience of Religion” speaks of an 
atheism which conditions every spiritual 
awakening, which must precede every new 
phase in the development of religious life, 
because without it all religion would have 
become long ago a state of petrified hypo- 
crisy. There is a good deal of truth in 
this statement; for we only need to look 
more deeply into the heart of the present- 
day agnosticism in order to find in it the 
profound longing of the human heart and 
mind for a purer and better religious af- 
firmation. The new interpretation of nature 
in which the atheistic propaganda claims 
primarily to have found its surest and 
most scientific support, has in reality only 
brought to light again the old truism which 
once upon a time caused Pestalozzi to ex- 
claim with enthusiasm: “Believe in God, 
you are not the result of a schooled wis- 
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dom, but eye and ear of humanity for the 
perception of the Eternal.” The God from 


whom Humanity has become estranged 
through the new interpretation of nature, 
is in reality nothing but the result of a 
schooled wisdom, a mere concept of the 
trained intellect, and not a life, creatively 
active in the depth of the human soul, 
arousing in it its own inherent world of 
holy emotions. 

If man becomes bewildered and stands 
aghast at this purely abstract God he 


inevitably experiences a terrible shock. 
There comes a time, when the perplexed 
question: “Where now is your God?” be- 
comes the challenge of his daily experience. 
The plaint of the heart: “I have lost my 
God” is to the serious-minded equivalent to 
saying: “I can no longer pray.” Thus we 
come to the inquiry: Can a man still pray 
to the God reduced to the abstract concept 
of the First Great Cause by a mechanistic 
science? Will he ever again be able to 
pray? 

Let me first answer by a counter-ques- 
tion. Is it absolutely necessary to pray 
under all circumstances? Is prayer per se, 
prayer at any cost of such benefit and im- 
portance that we should consider it our 
chief business to urge people to pray? We 
know that many earnest, pious men have 
held a different opinion. Isaiah tells his 
people, though they make many prayers 
Jahve will not hear them and emphatically 
admonishes them: “Put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil, learn to do well; seek judg- 
ment.” Jesus Himself takes a firm stand 
against the assumption that praying under 
all circumstances is a sign of piety. He 
warns against certain prayers which are 
universally admired and praised, but which 
only reveal a baseness of heart. He knows 
the showy prayers, couched in resplendent 
diction, which offer to the speaker and 
listener alike a literary feast, He warns 
against vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do, “for they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking.” 


He pronounces His ‘Woe unto the scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites who devour 
widows’ houses and for a pretence make 
long prayers,” a pious exploitation of dire 
needs. And when finally His disciples ask 
Him to teach them how to pray, He teaches 
them a prayer of surprising brevity, in 
which none of the topics common to the 
average prayer occur, emphasizing instead 
the essentials, for which men rarely pray. 
We thus learn that a multitude of prayers 
are more of a poison to the soul than a 
manifestation of piety. They are eloquent 
expressions of the persuasive power of sel- 
fishness, indolence, pride and avarice. Men 
and women debase themselves before God 
with the questionable skill of flatterers 
and beggars, and those who most thorough- 
ly understand and most brazen-facedly 
carry on such tricks, are admired as the 
heroic exponents of prayer, and are most 
ardently desired as intercessors before 
God; we witness the organization of busi- 
ness-like prayer-rings and prayer-guilds, 
supporting one another through reciprocal 
advertisements and having in common defi- 
nite rules and regulations of their trade; 
they even organize competitive contests 
and offer prizes for the championship in 
praying. 

Neither the prophets nor Jesus Himself 
have -prevailed against such praying, 
though they hurled their denunciations 
against it in season and out of season, 
Nor will we ever be able to suppress it or 
see the end of such praying, if we turn 
against the revelations that come to us from 
the laboratories, the observatories and the 
workshops of modern science. Modern sci- 
ence has given the death blow to profes- 
sional praying; it has destroyed the old 
illusion assuming prayer to be a nostrum 
and magic charm by means of which the 
adepts in the art would be able to secure 
for themselves and for others certain de- 
sired advantages, or prevent fancied 
disasters, 

If the stern law of cause and effect gov- 
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A FEARLESS PENNSYLVANIAN 


William Lippard McLean 
1852-1931 


(A well-deserved tribute to the life and work of a great journalist and 
publicist, publisher of the “Philadelphia Evening Bulletin,’ whose maternal grand- 
father was the Rev. Henry Ernest Frederick Voigt of the Reformed Church at 
Mt. Pleasant, Pa., where Mr. McLean himself was born.) 


Mrs. Findley Braden, Doylestown, Pa. 


He bravely carried on for threescore 
years, 

With strength of purpose none 
could doubt or change; 
Life-service fill’d with ardent hopes, 

no fears, 
But fine ideals that covered bound- 
less range. 


The maker of a journal just and 
true, 
Fit for the lives and homes of 
honest men; 
High standards were established, old 
yet new, 
And e’er maintained with earnest 
mind and pen, 


His editorial grasp of civic things, 
With basic questions, knotty prob- 
lems too, 
Proved him a leader. 
without stings 
Were weighed and acted on, when 
brought to views. 


Comments 


He was a free lance in both thought 
and deed, 
Struck at each wrong, to give 
Right greater sway; 
A tireless champion, too, in times 
of need, 
A soldier ready for each fresh af- 
fray. 


His forethought and his insight both 
were keen. 
Ofttimes prophetic was his vision 
when, 
In troublous times, 
the unseen, 
And he proclaimed what was be- 
yond their ken. 


when dreaded 


erns all happenings in the world, if like- 
wise our human destiny, universal and in- 
dividual, is part and parcel of an eternal 
and unescapable necessity, no prayer will 
ever disrupt this necessity, no prayer will 
ever change the color of a single hair. And, 
if during a long continued drought earnest 
Christians will form processions and in 
unison most fervently pray for rain or 
under reversed conditions pray for sun- 
shine, such praying will not turn a single 
rain cloud from its law-appointed path nor 
will it terminate a flood. And, when in 
war times nations pray against one an- 
other, imploring victory for their own army 
and defeat for the enemy’s, no bullet will 
thereby be deflected from its law-appointed 
course, no wounded soldier will be spared 
the pain of his torn body and no dying 
warrior be relieved from his last agony. 
Hence, the portents of birth and of death, 
of blossoming youth and of murderous epi- 
demies are not controlled by the multi- 
plicity of prayers, but by the conditions of 
inherent vital strength. 

And the God whose countenance the new 
science shows us is not so dull, that we 
would have to tell Him what He is to do, 
because He perchance might not know it 
Himself, He is not so fickle and undecided 
in the arbitrary use of His omnipotence, 
that we could influence His decisions by 
our prayers and formulate His plans by our 
petitions; He is the God Who knows what 
we need, before we ask Him; His judg- 
ments are unsearchable and His ways past 
finding out. Gradually, very gradually, this 


Emoluments of office had no lure, 
So he was no man’s man to hold 
and use; 
No party could demand, or e’er se- 
cure 
What they desired, through bribe 
or subtler use. 


He labored for his city and his 
state, 
Beyond their bound’ries known 
and honored too; 
A character outstanding, 
great, 
A Pennsylvanian ne’er with ought 
to rue. 


wisely 


He loved the mountains, valleys, 
streams, and hills. 
In earlier years, he wandered up 
and down, 
With rod or gun, to view rocks, 
plains and rills. 
Oft back to Nature went the man 
from town. 


He slowly climbed to heights of 
great success; 
The men who long toiled with 
him, saw and knew 
That duty done brought rare re- 
wards to bless, 
And from his influence, inspiration 
drew. 


His life book ended, through increas- 
ing age, 
Now forms a wond’rous record 
made by few, 
For God’s “Well done!” is on each 
golden page— 
The record of a man who dared to 
do. 


simple truth, though announced 1900 years 
ago, is beginning to dawn upon humanity, 
and there is hope that a path has been 
opened for a type of prayer which deserves 
its pious name, not prompted by selfish- 
ness and indolence but carrying with it 
blessings and power, because man seeks in 
it really and truly God and not himself, 
The nature and value of all praying is 
succinctly expressed in the poet’s words: 
“Tn all climes humanity lies on its knees 
before a divinity which is to draw it up- 
ward.” Prayer is to lift man to heavenly 
heights. The attractive power of the divine 
furnishes the impetus, man’s natural tend- 
ency of gravitation, the counterpoise which 
must be overcome by the divine uplift. 
Man’s will, his longing and yearning are 
the arms which in prayer stretch out to- 
wards the divine to embrace it and to be 
lifted up by it. 

If man is not the last word in the world’s 
evolutionary process, if there are living 
values that are ever before and above him, 
then praying is as much a part of human 
nature as God in whose image man has 
beheld life, a life that has planted in his 
heart the longing for God, the living God. 


“As the heart panteth after the water- 


brooks so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 
God.” This naturally spontaneous prayer 
begins in the child’s soul with the first © 
smile, the first tears, with the first mani- 
festation of hunger for love; and « 
in the most lonely human life it | 
speaks its own language of affection, » 
most human, the most natural and y 
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the same time, the most sacred, the most 
divine, a language bearing the mark of the 
eternal, speaking of divine life and divine 
love, eager to become incarnate in human 
kind and to dwell among us, that we may 
behold its glory. And, all that hes be- 
tween the infant’s first emotions and those 
highest human values, all upward striving 
and forward pressing, every cry of anguish, 
uttered in human distress and every utter- 
ance of a grateful heart, serious vows, holy 
resolves as well as the torturing agony of 
a guilty conscience and confessions of sin 
and transgression: all that is prayer or 
becomes prayer; in it man confronts his 
God, in it he looks beyond himself in the 
expectation that God reveal Himself to 
him, fill his heart, his life. And though 
we would come to Him with our most 
trivial cares and ills: with our human, all- 
too-human follies and aberrations, even 
they might become prayers, if only the 
heart would have the honest desire to con- 
quer these debasing forces of life, to be 
freed from them, to exchange in commun- 
ion with God great inspiring thoughts for 
the trivial cares of life. All life thus be- 
comes a life of prayer, a constant draw- 
ing upon the resources of the kingdom of 
God that is within us. 

But the objection is raised, how can we 
pray any longer in the face of the fact 
that this wonderful system of modern sci- 
ence leaves no gap anywhere through which 
a prayer could enter and gain influence 
upon the course of world events? If we 
think so, we have not yet learned to pray, 
because we have not yet understood man’s 
true moral nature, because we still insist 
praying God down to us instead of pray- 
ing ourselves up to Him. We imagine man 
should pray, because he is a weak, help- 
less, needy creature; on the contrary, he 
is only able to pray because he is a temple 
of God, because God’s spirit and power 
live within him. Prayer is not a mark 
of his lowliness but the charter of his 
nobility, not a beggar’s trumpery but his 
royal raiment. 

Our inability to pray is not the fault of 
science or of the prevailing mechanistic 
view of the world, but of the instability of 
our own will. We love ourselves too much 
to cherish an ardent desire for another 
greater love. We feel perfectly satisfied 
and happy within our own narrow sphere 
to pluck up courage for a venture into the 
divine distances and expanses of life; our 
hearts are too much attached to our mis- 
ery, because in it we still can with stub- 
born selfecomplacency utter our complaints 
and accusations; we allow our griefs to 
gnaw at our vitals, because it furnishes 
a selfmade torture that pleases the heart. 
And if the misery continues and the pain 
does not cease we blame the tyranny of 
nature’s laws; we blame God Himself who 
does not hear prayer nor perform miracles 
to lighten man’s burdens of life. 

It is absolutely our own fault, if we 
cannot find the road that leads from our 
littleness to God and His sublime great- 
ness, the road upon which we can trans- 
form all the old misery and pain into new 
strength, every grief and every wound of 
the heart into new love and recovery of 
the soul. The unrestrained will to seek 
the good is in itself the first prayer to 
God for His help. This prayer we do not 
send to a place beyond the stars, nor, do 
we breathe it into the shoreless ocean of 
distant space, where there is no ear to hear 
it, but with it we appeal to the God within 
us, When our own weariness overwhelms 
us and we do not want to surrender to it; 
with intense yearning we break the chains 
by which His power is restrained through 
our weakness, we cast ourselves at the feet 
of His spiritual majesty, in order to cling 
to the life of the spirit with the fierce- 
ness of despair, when it threatens to for- 
sake our heart. “I will not let thee go 
except thou bless me.” If I only have thee 
I care nothing for heaven and earth. 

We know that our prayer will not change 
a hair’s breadth in the course of nature, 
but we still continue to pray, because our 
prayers change us, because every gratitude 
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towards God ennobles and purifies our 
soul, because every moral strength we ask 
of Him, enters into us in patience, in ex- 
perience and in hope, and every love with 
which we offer ourselves, our lives to Him, 
sanctifies our heart and prepares it for 
the glorification of a new and eternal love. 

Whether we find words for this prayer 
or only unutterable groans of the soul; 
whether we have a clear conception of its 
place in the moral order of the cosmos, 


TO THE WET WRITERS AND 
SPEAKERS 


You describe some scene of law- 
lessness— 

Nobody disputes its awfulness— 

But you promptly state your pet 
moral, 

Which has grown for you habitual, 

That were it not for Prohibition, 

There would be no such exhibition 

Of brutality, vice and crime 

As is now seen in our land and time. 


When some dastardly gang war 
occurs 
Among certain kinds of foreigners, 
You claim it is a sad condition, 
Caused by “the curse of Prohibition.” 
Your accusations the true point miss: 
Men like you, and officials remiss, 
Help embolden the criminal class 
To break all laws the country may 
pass. : 


You talk and write of law infringe- 
ment, 

But when it comes to law enforce- 
ment, 

One would think you never knew or 
heard 

That the lexicon contained a word 

Like the bi-syllabic term “enforce”; 

That, as a simple matter of course, 

Officials are sworn to carry it out; 

Which you never seem concerned 
about. 


Should America in her power 

Bow down and like a craven cower, 
Because certain types of evil men, 
With ideals un-American, 

And of foreign thought and senti- 

ment, 

In contempt of all good government, 
Boldly defy the Constitution, 

The great basic law of our nation? 


No! again and a thousand times, No! 
We must not retrace our steps and 
‘ go 

Back to the days when flowed like 
water 

The liquid curse of ardent liquor. 

No matter what plan you may pro- 
pose, 

What would happen 
knows, 

Things would steadily grow worse 
and worse; 

This is the history of that curse. 


Conrad Hassel. 


every one 


whence it derives the legitimate claim of 
its power, or, whether driven by the un- 
conscious urge of the soul it bursts forth 
from the innermost recesses of our life; 
whether it puts us in a mood for quiet 
devotion and peaceful meditation or in- 
flames us to righteous indignation and gives 
us courage to perform heroic prophetic 
deeds: it will always be the same divine 
function of life culminating in the purest 
aspirations of the heart, the life-sustaining 
breeze that agitates the divine atmosphere 
of the soul; we inhale it, when we pray, 
taking refuge in it from the work-a-day’s 
suffocating influences, here we become truly 
men after God’s own image, born again in 
the heart of an eternal love. 

I have already intimated, that mod- 
ern science has, so to speak, rationalized 
prayer; it has taught us that “natural law” 


means “not my Will, but Thine be done.” 
For every new discovery in the realm of 
the physical universe is a new revelation 
of the creative Spirit, God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth. God 
according to religion, not the God accord- 
ing to Metaphysics. I mean something 
other than an Identity, wherein all differ- 
ences vanish, or a Unity which includes 
but does not transcend the differences, 
which it somehow holds in solution. I 
mean a God, whom men can love, a God to 
whom men ¢an pray, who takes sides, who 
has purposes and preferences, whose at- 
tributes, however conceived, leaves unim- 
paired the possibility of a personal rela- 
tion between Himself and those whom He 
has created. “But I hear you say”: Sci- 
ence strictly speaking does not recognize 
such a God, hence it does not cultivate a 
life of prayer. There is no such thing as 
Science in the abstract, as pure objective 
truth, whether it is physical or social or 
psychological. It is after all ultimately 
a system of subjective utterances which 
on the testimonial of at least two eminent 
investigators are called laws and receive 
the consensus omnium as such. In other 
words, the recognition of a personal God 
and the endorsement of a life of prayer 
depends entirely on the attitude of the hu- 
man factor in question. LHinstein says: 
“Relativity is not a matter of the soul, 
but a matter of the head.” And there are 
many eminent scientists who today still 
plead with the great astronomer Kepler’s 
last prayer: “O, Lord, I do not ask for 
the grace which Thou didst grant to Peter, 
but only for the grace which Thou didst 
vouchsafe to the thief on the cross, that 
I implore.” The uncertainty principle 
which enters into every experiment is grad- 
ually revolutionizing one of the most fun- 
damental principles which have always 
been accepted in Science, the principle of 
causality, the foundation of the mechanis- 
tie theory of the Universe. Hence, we are 
not surprised to hear Milliken close his 
presidential address before the A. A. A. 8. 
in the Cleveland Meeting last December 
with these words: “Has not modern Physics 
thrown mechanism, root and branch, from 
its house?’ After a masterly effort to 
trace the history of the development of 
scientific evidence bearing on the question 
of the origin and destiny of the physical 
elements, he showed how the evolutionary 
theory tended to identify the Creator with 
His universe and to strengthen the theo- 
logical doctrine if immanence which rep- 
resents substantially the philosophic posi- 
tion of Leonardi da Vinci, Galileo, New- 
ton, Francis Bacon, and most of the great 
minds of history down to Einstein. “Nei- 
ther evolution nor evolutionists have in 
general been atheists—Darwin least of all 
—pbut their influence,” Millikan says, “has 


_undoubtedly been to raise doubts about the 


legitimacy of the dogma of the deus ex 
machina who according to the demands of 
a medieval theology wound up or started 
off this running down Universe. Prior to 
middle of the 19th century little experi- 
mental evidence of any sort had appeared 
bearing on the origin and destiny of the 
physical elements and the problem was 
wholly in the hands of the philosopher and 
the theologian. With the discovery of the 
equivalence of heat and work and the sub- 
sequent formulation of the principle of the 
conservation of energy, probably the most 
far-reaching principle ever discovered, a 
complete revolutionary change of attitude 
oceurred, but the resulting discovery or 
formulation of the second law of thermo- 
dynamics was first interpreted and is still 
interpreted by scientists like Sir James 
Jeans as necessitating the heat-death of 
the Universe and the final extinction of 
activities of all sorts, a kind of necessary 
corollary of the demands of medieval the- 
ology. This last dogma rests squarely on 
the assumption that we infinitesimal mites 
on a speck of a world know all about how 
the Universe behaves in all its parts or, 
more especially, that the radiation laws 
which seem to us to hold here cannot pos- 
sibly have any exception anywhere, even 
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though that is precisely the sort of sweep- 


ing generalization that has led physicists 
into error half a dozen times during the 
past 30 years, in spite of the fact that 
they know quite well, that conditions pre- 
vail outside our planet, especially as re- 
gards the density of the elements, which 
cannot be duplicated, or even approached 
here. The correct position of Science in 
reference to the dogma of heat-death has 
recently been stated by the eminent Pro- 


fessor of Physical Chemistry of the M. I. 


T., Dr. Gilbert Newton Lewis, namely: 
‘Thermodynamics gives no support to the 
assumption that the Universe is running 
Gain of entropy (available energy) 
always means loss of information and noth- 


down.’ 


ing more.” 

Of course these concessions do not prove 
that these Scientists lead a life of prayer 
such as I have described, unless we con- 
cede that an unremitting devotion to the 


pursuit of truth, though it be intellectual 
truth, primarily, is communion with the 
Divine. But it conclusively proves that 
the prevailing mechanistic interpretation 
of the Universe is beginning to be aban- 
doned. Jeans at last admits that “every- 
thing points with overwhelming force to a 
definite event, or series of events of crea- 
tion . . . the Universe can not have origi- 
nated by chance out of its present ingredi- 
ents.” 
(To be continued next week) 
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SYNODS MEETING IN OCTOBER, 1931 


Synod of the Potomac—October 19, 1931, 
Huntingdon, Pa. (Abbey). 


CLASSES MEETING IN SEPTEMBER, 
1931, ACCORDING TO THE REC- 
ORDS RECEIVED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE STATED 
CLERK OF THE GEN- 

ERAL SYNOD 

September 28: 
Clarion, Troutville, Pa., Paradise; Rev. 
A. H. K. Hoshauer, pastor-loci, Trout- 
ville, Pa. 
West Susquehanna, Boalsburg, Pa., St. 
John’s; Rev. Howard L. Wink, pastor- 
loci, Boalsburg, Pa. 

September 29: 
St. Paul’s, Watson Run, Pa., St. John’s; 
Rev. W. H. Kerschner, pastor-loci, R. D. 
4, Meadville, Pa. 


In Wooster Ave. Church, Akron, O., Rev. 
E. E. Zechiel, pastor, the first of a series 
of studies in the parable of the Prodigal 
Son, was held on the evening of Sept. 20. 
There will be 7 more of these talks. 

Among those who are rejoicing in the 
distinction of being called grandfather is 
our friend, Rev. Jno. F. Bair, of Butler, 
Pa., as a child was recently born to Mr. 
and Mrs. E. A. Lissfelt, 16 Arbuta Road, 
Abington, Pa. Mrs. Lissfelt was formerly 
Miss Mildred Bair, who taught in the 
Teachers’ College at West Chester. 

The Reformed Chureh Ministers’ Confer- 
ence of Philadelphia and Vicinity will re- 
sume their regular meetings on Monday, 
Oct. 5, at 11 A. M., in the Assembly Hall 
of the Schaff Building. The Rey. Dr. A. 
G. Peters will read a paper on the subject: 
“Jesus’ Prineiple of Social Existence in 
God.’ <A good attendance is urged. 

Prof. Nevin ©. Harner, of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Laneaster, Pa., delivered 
one of the addresses at the Teacher Train- 
ing Class Commencement in the Heidelberg 
Church, near Slatington, Pa., on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 6. Rev. T. H. Bachman in- 
structed the Class of 15. They received 
the Standard Diploma. 

The young people of St. John’s Church, 
Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. Henry H. Rupp, B. 
D., pastor, on Sept. 10, held a reception 
at the parsonage to the Reformed Church 
Freshmen of Bucknell University. Har- 
vest Home services were held Sept. 20, and 
Rally Day will be observed Sept. 27. Prep- 
aratory services will be held on Oct. 4, 
and on Oct. 11, Holy Communion will be 
celebrated both morning and evening. 

The “Messenger” is happy to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of two contributions to- 
ward the support of Miss Agnes E. Wolfe, 
of Bowling Green Academy, Kentucky, the 
first gifts of the new school year: W. M. 
S., of Eastérn Synod, $5; Chas. E. Wetzel, 
3ellefonte, Pa., $5. We are hoping and 
praying for an increasing number of spon- 
sors for this important work. 

On Wednesday morning, Sept. 16, in St. 
John’s Church, Bedford, Pa., Rev. J. Al- 
bert Eyler, D. D., pastor, using the ring 


ceremony of the Reformed Church, united 
in marriage Mr. Harold N. Harper of 
Greensburg, Pa., and Miss Helen T. Heck- 
erman, daughter of Elder and Mrs. H. C. 
Heckerman. This service manifested the 
joys and privileges of a long pastorate in 
that he who officiated at this wedding had 
baptized the bride in infaney and had 
confirmed her in youth. 


In Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 
Wm. H. Bollman, pastor, the Pulpit Supply 
Committee arranged to have the follow- 
ing as guest preachers during the vacation 
of the pastor: Aug. 16, Rev. Ralph S. Wei- 
ler, Jeannette, Pa.; Aug. 23, Rev. J. K. 
McKee, D.D., York, Pa.; Aug. 30, Rev. 
W. F. Kosman, D.D., Allentown, Pa.; Sept. 
6, Mr. Ralph D. Althouse, Boyertown, Pa.; 
Sept. 13, Mr. Maleomb E. Barr, Mahanoy 
City, Pa. Mr. Althouse and Mr. Barr are 
students in the Senior class of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Lancaster, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bollman have spent the major part of their 
vacation at Northfield, Mass. 


Rev. J. L. Barnhart, D. D., was installed 
as pastor of Messiah Church, Baltimore, 
Md., which was recently organized by the 
merging of Christ and Bethany Chuches, 
on Sept. 13. The sermon was preached by 
Rev. J. G. Grimmer of Claysburg, Pa., 
former pastor of Bethany Church. Dr. H. 
C. Schlueter and Revs. C. Talmadge King 
and Wm. R. Barnhart took part in the 
service. The Church was beautifully dee- 
orated. A reception was given Dr. and 
Mrs. Barnhart the following evening. Mr. 
W. A. Ecker was master of ceremonies; 
prayer was offered by Rey. S. A. Troxell; 
Mrs. Herman Menzel, daughter of Rev. 
Mr, Grimmer, sang a solo; a quartette was 
sung by Messrs. C. BE. Burns, W. A. Eeker, 
O. G. Kobsa, and ©. J. Kobsa; Brief ad- 
dresses were made by Revs. J. G. 
Grimmer, William R. Barnhart and J. 
R. Bergey, also by Dr. and Mrs. Barnhart. 
Elder and Mrs. David Rambo presented 
the pastor with 21 roses in recognition of 
his 21 years’ pastorate of Christ Church. 
Refreshments were served. It was a very 
enjoyable evening for the large number 
present and all are happy that the two 
Churches have been merged and that the 
outlook for the future is so bright. 


In Grace Chureh, Philadelphia, Rev. U. 
C. Gutelius, pastor, Rally Sunday was ob- 
served Sept. 20. The morning sermon was 
preached by Dr. C. A. Hauser. Prepara- 
tory service Sept. 25, with sermon by Dr. 
J. M. Mullan. Communion Sept. 27. Oc- 
tober will be Golden Jubilee month for 
Grace Church. On Oct. 4, Dr. J. M. G. 
Darms will be guest preacher. On Oct. 
11, Harvest Home Day, Rev. A. N. Sayres 
will preach. On Oct. 18, Historical Sun- 
day, Dr. C. E. Schaeffer will speak. Tues- 
day, Oct. 20, will be Denominational Night 
with greetings from representatives of 
sister Reformed Churches of Philadelphia 
and vicinity. Oct. 22 will be Community 
Night when representatives of neighboring 
and associated Churches will speak, and 
the observanee will reach its culmination 
on Oct. 25, Reformation Sunday, when 
guest preachers will be Dr. Charles B, 


THE REV. THOMAS H. KRICK 


News reached us just as the “Mes- 
senger” was going to press, of the 
death on the morning of Sept. 21, 
of one of our faithful ministers, Rev. 
Thomas H. Krick, for many years 
pastor at Coplay, Pa. 


The funeral 
service will be conducted at West 
Wyomissing, Pa., Sept. 24, at 10.30 
A. M. Mr. Krick was ordained to 
the Gospel ministry in 1895. A 
fuller account of the life and work 
of this active and beloved pastor 
will be given later. 


Alspach in the morning and Dr. Paul 8. 
Leinbach in the evening. The pastor will 
deliver a number of historical sermons at 
evening services during the month and 
on Thursday, Oct. 29, at 8 P. M. an im- 
pressive and beautiful historical pageant 
will be given by the Players’ Club, as a 
fitting close to this observance. 


The D. V. B. 8S. of Grace Chureh, Han- 
over, Pa., Rev. W. 8. Harman, pastor, held 
June 15 to 26, was the most successful of 
any so far conducted. Total enrollment, 
140. It was thoroughly graded, with 17 
teachers and two special teachers for arts 
and crafts. The teachers were prepared 
by taking special training for two months 
preceding the School, and: they not only 
kept into intimate touch with the mem- 
bers in the study but also in play. An 
interesting feature was the grading of 
each pupil each day in conduct, co-opera- 
tion in play and projects, study, and re- 
sponse. The School was almost entirely 
self-supporting, with the exception of some 
free-will contributions from several classes 
of the 8. 8... Teachers were paid as a 
mark of appreciation. Another mark of 
progress lies in the fact that 8 young men 
and women were trained and given prac- 
tical work in teaching and will be in readi- 
ness for regular teaching in the growing 
Church School work when promotions are 
made in October. Stereopticon lectures 
were given on nature study, birds, moths, 
butterflies, frogs, flies; and an evening was 
devoted to the study of Stephen Foster 
and his music. A pageant was given the 
closing night, in which the Spirit of the 
Church was represented by one of the 
young women, and the Spirit of Religious 
Education by another, who called upon the 
departments of the School to show their 
classes at work. These responded by pre- 
senting songs, Bible stories dramatized, 
and in several cases the dramatizations 
were original, being worked out by teach- 
ers and their classes. Some of the most 
interesting work was done by the older 
pupils under leadership of a lady from the 
Lutheran Church who taught the making 
of silhouettes on glass and mounting 


them. The community was interested and 


co-operated with this satisfactory we 
and one-half of the enrollment of 
School was from other Churches of the 
community. eo 
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The Chureh School of Salina Church, 
Salina, Pa., is in a healthy condition. The 
pastor, Rev. C. L. Bash, D.D., is in his 
3rd year as pastor of this growing School. 
The first year of his pastorate the School 
averaged 160 in attendance, the 2nd year 
the average was 175, but since New Year’s 
the attendance has averaged over 215. 
This School won the District Banner at 
their recent District 8. S. Convention. More 
than 100 from Salina were in attendance 
at the Convention held in Vandergrift. 
The combined mileage the delegates travel- 
ed was over 3,000 miles. 


The Annual Union Home Coming ser- 
viees of St. Paul’s (Blue) Lutheran and 
Reformed Chureh, Rev. W. W. Kistler, 
Lutheran pastor, and Rev. Wm. H. Cogley, 
B.D., Reformed pastor, was observed Sept. 
13, with the following program: 9,30 A. 
M., Sunday School; 10.45, Annual Harvest 
Home services (Reformed); 2 P. M., Union 
Home Coming services, Rev. Mr. Kistler 
presiding, and addresses by Rev. Mr. Kist- 
ler and Rev. Simon Sipple, D.D.; 7.30 P. 
M., Rev. Dr. Cogley presiding and ad- 
dresses by Hon. James F, Henninger and 
Mr. Frank A, Arner, 


Rally Day in the S. S. was observed 
Sept. 6, at 9 A. M. in Christ Church, Bath, 
Pa., Dr. W. U. Helffrich, pastor. Labor 
Day was observed at the morning worship 
and at the evening service, Rev. Reginald 
H. Helffrich spoke on “How One Church 
Meets the Needs of the People.” This 
was an illustrated talk with a special song 
service from the screen. Harvest Home 
was observed Sept. 20. Holy Communion 
will be celebrated Oct. 4, at 10.15 A. M, 
There will be a Men’s Meeting at 7 P. M. 
with program and songs by members of the 
Churechmen’s League. The George N. and 
Anna Maria Arner Memorial Sunday, Oct. 
18, with exhibit at 10:15 A. M. “The Holy 
City”, by Gaul, will be sung by the Chorus 
under the direction of Louis Kreidler, at 
ie. Mi 

The 20th anniversary of the pastorate 
of Rev. H. I. Crow in Bethany Church, 
Bethlehem, Pa., was fittingly observed 
Sept. 13. There was a large attendance 
morning and evening, notwithstanding the 
hot weather. The morning sermon was 
preached by the Rev. R. F. Reed of Beth- 
lehem, Pa., on 2 Cor. 5:14. The evening 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Henry 
I. Stahr, D. D., Philadelphia, from the text, 
1 Thess. 1:5. Both sermons were inter- 
esting, instructive, and well suited for the 
occasion. The pastor and people were 
congratulated on the work of the past 20 
years. The choir rendered special anthems 
and sang with spirit the hymns in which 
the congregation joined heartily. The 
gifts and offerings for the day amounted 
to $766.09. Harvest Home services were 
held Sept. 20, and Rally Day will be ob- 
served Sept. 27. 


The fall program has begun in First 
Chureh, High Point, N. C., Rev. W. R. 
Shaffer, pastor. On Sept. 15, a drive was 
begun to raise $600 to meet the fall bills 
of the Church. On Oct. 4, the fall evan- 
gelistic campaign will begin and services 
will be held each evening during the week. 
The pastor will preach and the members 
will assist in visitation. On Oct. 11, Holy 
Communion and reception of members. On 
Oct. 18, Rally Day in the 8. S. when the 
Junior Department will have charge of the 
program which will be followed by Har- 
vest Home service at the 11 A. M. service. 
For the next two months the pastor will 
send absentee cards each week to all mem- 
bers who do not attend at least one service 
on Sunday. Rev. Mr. Shaffer assisted in 
a meeting in Calvary Church near Thomas- 
ville, Rev. S. C. Safrit, pastor, from Sept. 
13 to 20, and reports fine interest in the 
meeting. 34 members of the young people’s 
©. E. Society visited the society at Hei- 
delburg Church, Thomasville, on the even- 
ing of Sept. 13. 

' Zelienople, Pa., Rev. J. H. String, D.D., 
pastor, reports a delightful summer with 
large congregations every Sunday. Two 
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Sundays in August 8. 8. and Chureh take 
a vacation. The presenee of the Lutheran 
Orphans’ Home Band helped save the S. 
S. picnic when rain drove all into a big 
pavilion. Their musie entertained between 
the recreational events on the program. 
The societies and organized classes had 
unusual attendance and interest as their 
meetings were held at homes of members 
in the country when corn roasts, wiener 
roasts and garden parties made helpful 
fellowship. Political advertisements ecrowd- 
ed announcements of the Harvest service 
from the papers but gallery and side rooms 
as well as the Church were crowded. Ne- 
braska could boast no higher corn. The 
committee made the chancel more like a 
flower show and fruit festival. The Har- 
vest service provided by the Board of Min- 
isterial Relief was used and a generous 
offering given. 


The following served during August and 
September at the Church of the Inearna- 
tion, Newport, Pa.: Aug. 3, Rev. Hobart 
MecKeehan, Huntingdon, Pa. Aug. 9, Rev. 
Robert M. Stahl, Baltimore, Md. Rev. 
James M. Runkle, former pastor, and 
family worshiped with the congregation 
and Dr, Runkle conducted the funeral ser- 
vices on Aug. 10, of Mrs. Foster H. Neeley, 
aged 31 years, who died on Aug. 7 of 
typhoid fever. Aug. 16, Rev. John K. 
Wetzel, Tremont, Pa. Aug. 23, Rev. H. A. 
Robb, Export, Pa. Aug. 31, Rev. N. H. 
Fravel, B. D., Cressona. Mr. Fravel was 
accompanied by Mrs. Fravel and son Rich- 
ard. Sept. 6, Rev. C. E. Rupp, Lancaster. 
Sept. 13, Raymond A. Shoutz, senior of the 
Theological Seminary, Lancaster. The C, 
E. has recently been re-organized. The S. 
S. picnic was held Sept. 12, at Juniata 
Valley Park. Martin A. Wright, a young 
man of the congregation, donated 16 bu. of 
peaches to the Hoffman Orphanage and the 
Ladies of the congregation and A. K. Lud- 
wig’s 8.8. Class met at the parsonage and 
canned 261 quarts. Mrs. Hannah Bressler 
canned and presented 12 quarts of peaches 
to the Orphanage. S. S. sessions and other 
organizations met in the Auditorium due 
to renovation of the Chapel and Primary 
room. 


100th anniversary of St. John’s Church, 
Orwigsburg, Pa., Rey. Henry J. Herber, 
pastor, will be observed Sept. 27 to Oct. 4. 
The tentative program is as follows: Sept. 
27, at 10.30 A. M., Rededication service, 
sermon by Rey. Edward 8S. Bromer, D.D., 
Laneaster, Pa.; at 2.30 P. M., Reunion of 
Confirmation Classes, sermon by Rev. Har- 
vey T. Sell, Allentown, Pa.; at 7.15 P. M., 
Anniversary service, sermon by Dr. Charles 
E. Schaeffer. On Sept. 29, at 7.30 P. M., 
Sunday School Night, Mr. Thomas J. An- 
thony, Supt., presiding, and addresses by 
Judge Roy P. Hicks, Frackville, Pa., and 
Mr. Harry E. Paisley, President of State 
Sabbath School Association. On Sept. 30, 
at 7.30 P. M., Community Night, with 
greetings and messages from Revs. Bechtel, 
Messner and Edris. On Oct. 1, at 7.30 P. 
M., Former Pastors’ Night, sermons by 
Revs. George W. Hartman, Worcester, Pa., 
and Dallas R. Krebs, Hamburg, Pa.; at 
8.45 P. M., Fellowship program, Mr. John 
S. Krater, presiding, with address, “Our 
Pastors,” given by Mr. John S. Zulick. On 
Oct. 2, at 7.30 P. M., Schuylkill Classis 
Night, with addresses by Revs. Walter H. 
Diehl, Mahanoy City, Pa., and A. R. 
Bartholomew, D.D., Philadelphia. On Oct. 
4, Anniversary Communion will be cele- 
brated at 10.30 A. M. and 7.15 P. M. 

The Rey. Dr. Allan S. Meck, pastor of 
St. Mark’s Reformed Church, Easton, was 
host to the September meeting of the 
Ministerial Association of the Reformed 
Church in the Lehigh Valley. Rev. Wilmer 
H. Long, Fleetwood, read a paper on “The 
Seone of Christian Education,” and Rev. 
H. I. Crow, Bethlehem, read a paper on 
“Pastoral Visitation.” At the dinner which 
which followed the president, Rev. Floyd 
R. Shafer, Tatamy, called upon the Rev. 
J. P. Dieffenderfer, pastor of Memorial 
Reformed Church, Easton, to address the 
association, expressing Godspeed to Dr. 
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Meck, the host, as he soon will become the 
pastor of Trinity First Church, York. The 
October meeting is to be entertained by 
Rev. J. P. Dieffenderfer, and papers are 


scheduled to be read as follows: “The Re- 
formed Church—Its Strength and Weak- 
ness,” by the Rev. Dr. J. B. Stoudt, and a 
Book Review, “The Spirit of Protstantism,” 
by the Rev. R. E. Kutz. The program com- 
mittee submitted the following program 
for the next association year, which was 
adopted: November, “The Desirability of 
the Proposed Change in the Organization 
of the Reformed Church in the U. 8.”, by 
the Rev. L. V. Hetrick; “Does the Church 
Have a Message Regarding Unemploy- 
ment”, by the Rev. 8. S. Smith. December, 
“Modern Family Life . . Is It Being 
Undermined?”, by the Rev. A. A. Bohner; 
“The Development of the Idea of Satan,” 
by Rev. E. W. Kriebel. January, “Mis- 
sionary Motivation,’ by the Rev. Henry I. 
Aulenbach; “Kagawa, His Life and Work,” 
by the Rev. Victor A. Ruth. February, 
“Can a Pacifist Be a Patriot?”’, by the 
Rey. Floyd R. Shafer; “The Worth of 
Personality,’ by the Rev. George A. Creitz. 
March, “Religion and the Secularization of 
Life,’ by the Rev. G. B. Smith; “The 
Moral Standard for Ministers,’ by the 
Rev. Frank H. Moyer. April, “The Auth- 
ority of Jesus,’ by the Rev. Dr. J. J. 
Schaeffer; “Does the Church Have a Heal- 
ing Ministry? Why?”’, by the Rev. W. W. 
Moyer. May, “Creative Worship,” by the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph S. Peters; “The Erasure 
of Names and the Remedy,” by the Rev. 
Dr. H. J. Ehret. June, “What Should Be 
the Church’s Answer to Communism?”, by 
the Rev. Willard Kratz; “The Need for 
Social Control,” by the Rev. B. R. Heller. 
September, “The Sins of An Acquisitive 
Society,” by the Rev. I. W. Frantz; “Pro- 
hibition and the Gangsters,’ by the Rev. 
O. W. Nace. October, “Making the Church 
a Christian Fellowship,” by the Rey. M,. F. 
Klingaman; “High Pressure Salesmanship 
in Church and Business,” by the Rev. E. 
Elmer Sensenig. The program committee 
consisted of Revs. Paul R. Pontius, T. C. 
Brown and W. F. Kosman. The Rev. O. 
W. Nace, Mauch Chunk, conducted the de- 
votions at the opening of the meeting, and 
the Rev. Dr. H. J. Ehret led in the Lord’s 
Prayer and pronounced the benediction. 
The grace before the dinner was said by 
the Rev. Dr. Charles Peters. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


M. P. MOLLER 


World’s Largest Builder of Organs 


6,000 Moller Organs installed in 
Churches and Institutions in this 
country attest the predominant 


preference for our instruments 


TOWER CHIMES PLAYED FROM 
ELECTRIC KEYBOARD AT ORGAN 
« CHURCH BELLS— PEALS 
McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER ss: : Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 
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After being closed since Easter for a 
complete renovation and in preparation for 
a new organ, Christ Church, Annville, Pa., 
Dr. K. Otis Spessard, pastor, was opened 
on Sept. 18. The renovation covered every 
part of the interior—decorating and paint- 
ing, a new system of wiring and lighting, 
new carpet, refinished pews, radiator cov- 
ers and many changes in the front of the 
Church for the placement of the organ. 
The organ is one of Moller’s best, a three- 
manual composed of 4 distinct organs and 
the harp and chimes as extras. The pastor 
was assisted by Dr. J. Rauch Stein, a son 
of the congregation, who preached in the 
morning, and Dr. Wm. F. DeLong, the 
former pastor, who preached in the even- 
ing. The organ was dedicated at the 
morning service. Large congregations 
were present; the ministers and the choir 
appeared in their new vestments; the music 
was fine and the offerings generous. On 
the evening of Sept. 16, the organist, Mrs. 
Gingrich, and choir of St. Mark’s Church, 
Lebanon, Pa., gave a program of instru- 
mental and vocal music. At this service 
also short addresses were delivered by 
Revs. Pierce E. Swope of St. Stephen’s, 
Lebanon, and Elmer G. Leinbach, of Trin- 
ity Church, Palmyra, Six years ago Christ 
congregation completed its Bible School 
and now with the new organ and beauti- 
fied Church it is complete in all appoint- 
ments. 


The Federated Reformed and Presbyter- 
ian Church of McConnellsburg, Pa., Rev. 
William J. Lowe, minister, joined in the 
8th annual Community D. V. B. S., and 
Rev. Mr. Lowe was superintendent. He 
was assisted by the ministers of the M. 
E., U. P., and Lutheran Churches and a 
faculty of 12 teachers, all of whim were 
graduates of college or normal schools, or 
were college students. The School in every 
respect was the most successful thus far 
conducted which was due in large part to 
the unusually well equipped teaching staff 
and the use of the Publie School Building. 
The School was made up of 3 grades with 
3 classes each morning for two weeks. 
There were also play and devotional per- 
iods. The term closed with a pienic and 
the following Sunday evening a public 
service demonstrating the work of the 
School was held when the children took 
all the part in the service which was a 
union out-of-doors meeting in the Memorial 
Park Forum and attended by several hun- 
dred people. The annual Harvest Home 
Service of the Federated Church was held 
Sept. 18, in the Reformed Church, which 
was handsomely decorated with an abund- 
ance of flowers, fruits, grains and veget- 
ables. Special musie was furnished by Mr. 
John LeRue Hess and daughters, Dorothy 
and Janet, of Duncannon, Pa. The guest 
preacher was Dr. Warren H. Wilson, direc- 
tor of the Town and Country Department 
of the Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, N. Y. C. The largely 
attended morning service was especially 
for the congregation of the Federated 
Church, and the evening service was a 
union gathering in which the pastor was 
assisted by Revs. A. A. Price of the M. EH. 
Church, and D. F. Brake of the Lutheran 
and the sermon was delivered by Dr. Wil- 
son. 


Some preachers are said to be good at 
catching fish, and more at eating them. 
But not all can enjoy such a sumptuous 
fish dinner on their 83rd birthday as that 
enjoyed Sept. 1 by our old friend, Dr. F. 
F. Bahner. Dr. and Mrs. Bahner, still in 
excellent health, were vacationing at the 
home of their daughter, Mrs. C. P. Harri- 
son, in Erie, Pa., and the fish came right 
out of Lake Erie. As Dr. Bahner spoke 
at no less than 6 family reunions in July 
and August, nobody need suppose that he 
has been “laid on the shelf” by advancing 
years. In expressing our felicitations, we 
are glad to print herewith an interesting 
letter from Dr. Bahner: “For several years 
I have been attending the midsummer 
forenoon services in Christ Evangelical 
Church, of the Synod of North America, in 
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Erie, and have felt myself very much at 
home among the officers and members of 
that congregation. One of our own min- 
isters, Rev. D. A. Bode, served it as supply 
pastor for a brief period of time, a num- 
ber of years ago, and the indications then 
were that the congregation might connect 
itself with our Reformed Church. We 
have no congregation of our own denomi- 
nation in Erie, but the genius and spirit 
of the Evangelical Churches there are such 
that I at onee find myself placed in a 
congenial Church atmosphere whenever 
I worship in them. I could wish that the 
movement looking towards an organie un- 
ion of our own Reformed Church and the 
Evangelical Chureh of the Synod of North 
America might become an accomplished 
fact before we think of a merger with 
other, and larger, communions, in which we 
would at once lose our identity, and that 
type of Church life which has always been 
peculiar to us, but which also character- 
izes the Evangelical congregations of the 
Synod of North America. That body must 
not be associated in our minds with what 
is now known as the Evangelical Church 
in Pennsylvania, with which most of us are 
more familiar, but which belongs to an 
altogether different group of denomina- 
tions. The writer of these lines would like 
to feel, during the remainder of his life, 
that, in any merger of our communion with 
some other branch, or branches, of the 
Christian Church, it could still be said, 
in our grand old German tongue, Hier leben 
der Geist und Sinn unserer Reformierten 
Kirche noch fort. 
Most sincerely yours, 
F. F. Bahner.” 


JUST FROM THE PRESS 
A 43 PAGE BOOKLET 


By Theodore P. Bolliger 
HULDRICH ZWINGLI 


Reformer and Patriot 


Founder of the Reformed 
Churches—1484-1531 


This delightful sketch of the 
great Reformer has been priced at 
25 cents per copy. 

It is to be used in connection 
with the 400th Anniversary of 
Zwingli’s death, October 11, 1931. 


For sale by: 


Board of Christian Education of 
the Reformed Church in the 
United States 


1505 Race St. Phila., Pa. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


For many years it has been the custom 
of congregations to take fruits, vegetables, 
and flowers, displayed at the annual Har- 
vest Home Services, to the Home after the 
services. At first a small number of con- 
gregations were doing this. Year after 
year additional congregations also did that, 
and now the Home is receiving during Aug- 
ust and September very valuable and much 
appreciated Harvest Home donations. 

Naturally the nicest specimens of the 
crops that are grown are selected to be 
placed into the church. We have been 
receiving those remarkably superior prod- 
ucts of the field, orchard, and garden. Con- 
stantly new fruits and vegetables appear 
among the things that reach us. Farmers 
and gardeners are pursuing more scientific 
methods and they have discovered that 
their soil and climate make it possible to 
raise a larger variety of produce as well 
as larger crops and more perfect ones. 
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The Harvest Home donations go far to 
supply our table so that not much cash 
outlay for this purpose is needed during 
this season of the year. But the custom 
of having the members of congregations 
take to their churches such things is in 
itself an expression of gratitude to God for 
his bountiful providence. When those 
things are later sent to the aged and in- 
firm at the Home gratitude in the donors 
is very much deepened, It is easy to see 
that in such giving, much blessing goes 
to the givers. 


A STATEMENT FROM THE EXECU- 
TIVE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD 
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


On September 2 the Parkway Trust Co., 
a banking institution which has occupied 
the first floor of the Schaff Building since 
its erection, closed its doors. Those 
throughout the Church who have known 
that Reformed Church funds were deposit- 
ed in the Parkway Trust Co. have natur- 
ally wondered what effect the closing of 
the institution might have upon the 
finances of the Church. Being a great be- 
liever in frankly telling the Chureh the 
facts about our work, I am prompted to is- 
sue a statement in the Church papers about 
the relationship of the Board of Christian 
Education to the Parkway Trust Co. Both 
by reason of the fact that Dr. Rufus W. 
Miller, my predecessor, and Dr. J. M. 8. 
Isenberg and others of our Church were 
very active in the organization of this 
bank, and also because of the convenience 
and accessibility of its banking facilities, 
and because of the fact, too, that this insti- 
tution was a very important tenant in the 
Schaff Building, occupying valuable space 
on the ground floor, the Board of Christian 
Education, from the time when it was 
organized, has been an important depositor 
and owned some stock in the bank. 

On September 2, the date of the closing 
of the Parkway Trust Co., the Board had 
the following amounts on deposit in cheek- 
ing accounts in three Philadelphia banks: 
Market Street National Bank, $38,472.43; 
Philadelphia National Bank, $19,073,88; 
Parkway Trust Co., $19,408.61; making a 
total of $76,954.92. It will be noted from 
the above figures that the amount on de- 
posit in the Parkway Trust Co. was ap- 
proximately one-fourth of the total of the 
Board’s deposits, the other three-fourths 
being in the two larger Philadelphia banks 
with which we have had connections. 

It is a satisfaction to be able to report 
that while the deposit which we had in the 
Parkway Trust Co. will be a frozen asset 
for some time to come, our Board will not 
be seriously inconvenienced by its closing, 
since three-fourths of our checking ae- 
counts are being handled elsewhere. It 
may be mentioned that in carrying on 
our work we handle three types of funds, 
those of the Business Department, of the 
Real Estate Department, and those contri- 
buted for Educational purposes. Our re- 
ceipts in the latter classification which 
come almost entirely from the apportion- 
ment, have not been very large and con- 
sequently the amount of apportionment 
money tied up is comparatively small. 

Lest the average reader, when he learns 
that the Board of Christian Education had 
$76,954.92 in checking accounts on Septem- 
ber 2, may gain the impression that here 
is a Board that is financially well off and 
does not need the constant and steady 
support of the Church through thé appor- 
tionment, let me hasten to add that we 
are constantly handicapped in a very seri- 
ous way in carrying on our educational 
work because our apportionment receipts 
are so very inadequate. While the amounts 
on deposit in the other departments of our 
work may seem large, they are by no 
means larger than they need to be to meet 
our requirements. In the Business De- 
partment it is not unusual to pay printing 
bills aggregating four or five thousand dol- 
lars at a time. Consequently it is quite ne- 
cessary and essential in carrying on our 


financial operations to have an adequate — 
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amount on deposit at all times. Recently 
our funds in this department have appear- 
ed somewhat larger than usual because of 
low inventories. In our Real Estate De- 
partment we are maintaining a large 13- 
story office building and are called upon 
to pay out large amounts from time to 
time, such as a payment of $25,000 annual- 
ly on the mortgage on the Schaff Build- 
ing, interest on the mortgage of almost 
$30,000 annually, an annual tax bill of 
more than $17,000, and other large expendi- 
tures, besides being expected to meet a 
large pay-roll for the operation and main- 
tenance of the building. We finished the 
last year in this department only about 
$1,900 ahead of our expenditures. It will 
readily be seen from the above that even 
$76,000 will not go very far in meeting 
the expenses incident to the maintenance 
and operation of a large office building and 
of a Church, Book, Periodical and Supply 
business and in meeting a pay-roll of more 
than 70 persons. 

In closing I might add that in conversa- 
tion with an officer of the bank, and also 
later with one of the bank examiners who 
are at present making an inventory of the 
bank’s resources and obligation, I was as- 
sured that the affairs of the Parkway 
Trust Co, are in an unusually good condi- 
tion. The assets of the bank are fairly 
liquid; for instance only $15,000 of the 
bank’s money was out in mortgages on real 
estate. I feel confident that we have 
every reason to believe that our loss, if 
any, in the deposit account will not be un- 
duly large. But one cannot count on any- 
thing of this sort until the final reckon- 
ing. : 
In behalf of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, 


Henry I. Stahr, Executive Secretary. 


A SOLEMN STATEMENT OF 
CONVICTION 


To the President and Congress 
of the United States: 


The recent decision of the Supreme 
Court, which denies the right of citizenship 
to persons who refuse to abdicate their 
conscience on the question of participation 
in armed conflict, forces us, the under- 
signed citizens, to notify the constituted 
authorities of our nation that we share 
the convictions of those who have been 
denied citizenship. 

Some of the undersigned find it impos- 
sible, because of religious and moral seru- 
ples, to render any kind of combatant 
service in time of war. Others share the 
conviction of one of the persons denied 
citizenship in the recent Supreme Court 
decision and cannot promise support to the 
Government until we have had the oppor- 
tunity of weighing the moral issues involv- 
ed in an international struggle. 

We concur in the minority opinion of the 
Supreme Court that “in the forum of con- 
science, duty to a moral power higher than 
the State has always been maintained. The 
reservation of that supreme obligation, as 
a matter of principle, would undoubtedly 
be made by many of our @onscientious citi- 
zens. The essence of religion is belief in 
a relation to God involving duties superior 
to those arising from any human relation.” 


W.S. Abernethy, minister, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Washington, D. C. 

Peter Ainsile, minister, Christian Temple, 
Baltimore. 

- William F. Anderson, Bishop of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Boston. 

Robert A. Ashworth, editor, “The Baptist,” 
Chicago. 

William H. Boddy, minister, First Presby- 
terian Church, Chicago. 

W. Russell Bowie, rector, Christ Church, 
New York City. 

Benjamin Brewster, Bishop of Maine, Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. 

Dan B. Brummitt, editor, “Northwestern 
Christian Advocate,” Chicago. 

Hugh L. Burleson, Bishop of South Dakota, 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

S. Parkes Cadman, radio minister, Federal 
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Council of Churches of Christ in America. 

Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secretary, 
The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. 

Henry Sloane Coffin, president, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City. 

Abraham Cronbach, professor, Hebrew 
Union College, Cincinnati. 

A. C. Dieffenbach, editor, “The Christian 
Register,” Boston. 

Sherwood Eddy, publicist and author, New 
York City. 

Fred B, Fisher, minister, Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Albert Parker Fitch, minister, Park Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, New York 
City. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, minister, River- 
side Church, New York City. 

Charles W. Gilkey, dean of the Chapel, 
University of Chicago. 

William E. Gilroy, editor, “The Congrega- 
tionalist,” Boston. 

L. O. Hartman, ‘editor, “Zion’s Herald,” 
Boston. 

Hubert C. Herring, Committee on Cultural 
Relations with Latin America, New York 
City. 

John Haynes Holmes, minister, Community 
Church, New York City. 

S. Arthur Huston, Bishop of Olympia, Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, Seattle. 

Paul Hutchinson, managing editor, “The 
Christian Century,” Chicago. 

Edward L. Israel, chairman, Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, Baltimore. 

Burris Jenkins, minister, Linwood Boule- 
vard Christian Church, Kansas City. 

John Howland Lathrop, minister, Church 
of the Saviour, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Paul 8S. Leinbach, editor, “The Reformed 
Church Messenger,” Philadelphia. 

Halford E. Luecock, professor, Yale Uni- 
versity Divinity School, New Haven. 

Louis L. Mann, rabbi, Sinai Temple, 
Chicago. 

Francis J. MeConnell, president, The Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, 

Harold Marshall, manager, “The Christian 
Leader,” Boston. 

©. C. Morrison, editor, “The Christian Cen- 
tury,” Chicago. 

Mrs. Thomas Nicholson, president, Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, Detroit. 

Reinhold Niebuhr, professor, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York City. 

Kirby Page, editor, “The World Tomor- 
row,” New York City. 

Albert W. Palmer, president, The Chicago 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. 

Edward L. Parsons, Bishop of California, 
Protestant Episcopal Church, San Fran- 
cisco, 

Carl 8. Patton, moderator, Congregational 
General Council, Los Angeles. 

William Searlett, Bishop Coadjutor of Mis- 
souri, Protestant Episcopal Church, St. 
Louis, 

Guy Emery Shipler, editor, “The Church- 
man,” New York City. 

Ralph W. Sockman, minister, Madison Ave- 
nue Methodist Episcopal Church, New 
York City. 


BLANK FOR ADDITIONAL 
SIGNATURES 

Finding myself in agreement with the 
foregoing statement concerning a deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court with regard 
to conscientious objectors to war, I de- 
sire to have my name added as a 
signatory. 


City and State 


Position 


(Tear off and mail promptly to 
Mrs. Betty Parker Wilks 


347 Madison Ave., Room 704 
New York City.) 
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Wilson R. Stearly, Bishop of Newark, Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. 

Ernest Fremont Tittle, minister, First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Evanston, 
Illinois, 

Luther A. Weigle, dean, Yale University 
Divinity School, New Haven. 

Stephen 8S. Wise, rabbi, Free Synagogue, 
New York City. 

Mary E. Woolley, president, Mount Hol- 
yoke College, South Hadley, Mass. 
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Mrs. Edwin S. Lentz, Secretary 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


“Blind Spots’ in Children’s Reading. 
We could cite many reasons but at this 
time we are particularly thinking of one 
great reason for Christian parents to care- 
fully put into the way of children and 
youth, literature which compels interest 
in the highest, most challenging forms of 
recreation and service ... literature with 
the Christ philosophy expressed to satisfy 
every age. With this thought in mind, 
the Children’s Reading Course was planned. 
No vacant mental corners should be left 
for the harmful literature which is being 
poured in enormous quantities from athe- 
istic presses. We remember that the son 
of Methodist parents, a man educated to 
be a preacher, has become the genius in 
present-day atheistic circles because of the 
sort of literature he read in college. This 
is Charles Smith, of New York City. Be- 
cause of what Smith read, we find him 
early and late, selling atheistic literature 
in the little bookshop in Hast 14th Street. 
Over the door is the sign Atheistic Books 
(anti-Religious tracts free). The bookshop 
is also headquarters of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism, 
the first and only body that has set it- 
self the announced and definite task of 
destroying belief in any religion. A chief 
concern of the Association is to keep 
enough money in the treasury to flood the 
country with atheistic literature. While 
New York City is the Mecca for activities, 
branches are found in many cities. Felix 
Borbon has been sent as a missionary to 
Spain and Chen Tsai Ting, recent students 
at Columbia University, to China. In Los 
Angeles there is published “Silver Queen’s 
magazine,’ an atheistic magazine for 
children. : 

Speaking of atheistic literature as a foe 
to religion, a Long Island editor says: “T 
regard poor sermons as the greatest foe to 
Religion, good golf weather second, and 
atheistic literature third.” The editor has 
missed what we regard as the greatest of 
all foes . the indifferent-to-religion 
father and mother. 

Where will the “4 A’s” look for reeruits? 
Its organizer was educated to be a preach- 
er. Doubts about religion . .. spiritual 
“blind spots’... anti-Religious literature, 
and today Charles Smith is a confirmed 
atheist instead of a Christian minister, 


Annual Pilgrimage. The joint activities 
between the Reformed and Lutheran con- 
gregations which worship at St. Thomas, 
Farmersville Charge, where the Rev. H. J. 
Ehret, D.D., is pastor of the Reformed 
congregation, are a fine example in what 
is often regarded a difficult area of co- 
operation. Last week the Union Mission- 
ary Society and the Union Ladies’ Aid 
Society made their annual pilgrimage to 
the Topton Orphans’ Home. Last year it 
was Bethany. Combining in one occasion 
the annual pienie and the visit to the Or- 
phans’ Homes the congregations and soci- 
eties plan for a happy day with the chil- 
dren. The men furnish automobile trans- 
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portation. Each woman pays $1 with the 
understanding that it shall be given to 
the Home. Jellies, preserves, pretzels, 
many other delicacies are taken with the 
pienie lunch. Following lunch, the chil- 
dren present a program and receive a treat. 

On Sept. 15, Mrs. Clarence Hawk of 
Northampton, President of the W. M. 8. 
East Pennsylvania Classis, held her first 
Cabinet meeting. For convenience of 
travel, the meeting was held in First 
Chureh, Easton. Plans were made for the 
semi-annual meeting October 15 in Salem 
Chureh, Catasauqua, and the annual Edu- 
cational Institute in Christ Church, Beth- 
lehem, 


Opening the fall season with a Joint 
Meeting, the W. M. 8S. and the Girls’ Guild 
of St. John’s Chureh, Bangor, Pa., pre- 
sented the sketch, “Service Perpetual.” 
This sketch by Miss Kerschner was adapt- 
ed to fit the conditions and status of work 
in the local society. As part of the sketch, 
the G. M. G. Initiation Service was used 
to weleome 4 new members. 


At the end of the Summer School, Mrs. 
Annetta Herbster Winter was taken ill 
with an attack of appendicitis at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, where she was doing 
graduate work. An operation followed, 
Mrs, Winter is recovering nicely, although 
it has been necessary to cancel her speak- 
ing and teaching engagements. 


The Philadelphia Classical G. M. G. Insti- 
tute will be held Saturday, Sept. 26th, 2.30 
to 8 P. M., at St. Luke’s, Trappe, Pa. 
Reservation for supper at 50 cents per 
plate must be made to Miss Sara Helen 
Keyser, Collegeville, Pa., by Sept. 24th. 
Miss Greta Hinkle will be one of the 
speakers. Plenty of parking space. So 
reports Mrs. George B. Spangler. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


The Former Children as they held their 
reunion on Anniversary Day, missed the 
faces of those who had been called by the 
Angel of Death. At the suggestion and 
requests of many former children we pre- 
sent this week, the last letter written by 
Dr. More to the Bethany children, about 
a week before his death and which was al- 
so read at the Reunion of Former Children 
on Anniversary Day, 1930. 


Route 2, Applegate Lane, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
August 26, 1930. 
My dear Bethany children: 
Were I among you all today, I would be 
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REFORMED CHURCH PUBLICATIONS OF PARTICULAR 
INTEREST AT THIS TIME—IN VIEW OF THE 400th 
ANNIVERSARY OF ZWINGLI’S DEATH 


Life of Ulrich Zwingli. By Daniel 
Simpson. Price, 75c. 

Works of Zwingli. 3 volumes. Vol. 
1 and 2, price, $2.50, each; vol. 3, 
$3.00. 

Reformed What? 
Richards, D. D. Price, 25c. 

Church History—General and De- 
nominational. By Rev. T. P. Bol- 
linger. Price, 25c. 

Coetus of Pennsylvania Minutes and 
Letters, 1734-1792. Price, $1.50. 

Famous Places of the Reformed 
Church. By Rev. James I. Good, 
D.D., LL.D. Cloth. Price, 75c. 

Famous Reformers of the Reformed 
and Presbyterian Churches. By 
Rey. James I, Good, D.D., LL.D. 
Price, 75c. 

Historical Handbook of the Reform- 
ed Church in the U.S. Price, 50c. 


By Rev. G. W. 


Historical Pageant of the Reformed 
Church in the U.S. Commemorat- 
ing the 200th Anniversary. Price, 
7T5e. : 

History of the Reformed Church in 
the 19th Century. By Rev. James 
I. Good, D.D., LL.D. Price, $1.75. 

History of the Swiss Reformed 
Church Since the Reformation. 
Price, $1.50. 

Reformation Anniversary Facts. 
(Pamphlet form). Price, 15e. 

Reformation Pageant. Commemorat- 
ing the 400th Anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. Price, 
75c each; $6.00 per dozen. 


By Rev. 
Price, 25c. 


Paper, 60c. 


Reformed Church Doctrine. 
C. A. Hauser, D.D. 


Reformed Reformation. 
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greeting each one with a hearty handshake, 
and many of you would hear me say, “Let 
me see—I know your face, and if you'll 
give me a little time, I’ll know your name, 
too.” Needless to say, it would give me 
real joy to talk with you individually as 
well as to meet so many of you together 
at another Reunion, but because of the ef- 
fect of the taxing strain of mingling with 
crowds of people, I thought it wiser to 
greet you by letter, instead of personally. 


Although I agree with your new Super- 
intendent that Sunday should not be a 
general visiting day at the Home, I did 
make it a point to go to Bethany last Sun- 
day while the Rev. Mr. Bollman, the min- 
ister of the Church we attend in Beth- 
lehem, was away on-his vacation. This 
visit gave me a chance to see how the An- 
niversary preparations were progressing. 
Incidentally I more than appreciated the 
thoughtful courtesy of Rev. and Mrs. Geb- 
hard who very hospitably offered us beds 
in the rooms of Applegate Lodge which 
we occupied seventeen years. 


Mr. Steely showed me the lively live- 


stock at feeding time, and on Monday I 
sat under the bright new tent and en- 


joyed watching the boys hustle to finish 


The Family Altar 


Dr. A. W. Krampe 
HELP FOR THE WEEK OF 
SEPT. 28-OCT 4 

Practical Thought: “Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations.”— 

Matt. 28:19. 
Memory Hymn: 
Thee are Spoken.” 


“Glorious Things of 


Monday—tThe Macedonian Call 
Acts 16:6-15 
At Troas Paul saw in a vision a man of 
Macedonia beseeching him. “Come over 
and help us.” He attached great signifi- 
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the work. I was hoping that this year the 


tent would not be blown down as some of 


you will remember it once was. 


I hope you will all have a happy day 
resuming old acquaintances, visiting fami- 
liar scenes, and that you may carry home 
pleasant memories and be richer in spirit 
for having been at Bethany today as well 
as in the past. 

It is also my hope that each one of you 
may gradually make a contact with the 
new Superintendent, the Rev. Mr. Geb- 
hard, and with Mrs. Gebhard; and that you 
will support him loyally in the communities 
you represent, and from the beginning of 
his administration will do what you ean to 
help make his services effective. From my 
long experience I still believe the work to 
be as worth-while on the long run as it is 
often difficult and involved from day to 
day in ways the casual observer does not 
realize. May what I used to call the true 
Bethany spirit prompt you to co-operate 
with him in his sincere effort to do what 
is wise and best for Bethany. 

With best wishes for each of you in- 
dividually and always for the Home, I am 


Your Bethany father, 
W. F. More. 
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cance to this vision and recognized in it 
the hand of God leading him into a new 
and larger field of activity. At Troas 
Luke joined Paul and his companions, Silas 
and Timothy. This small group of loyal 
followers of Jesus was convinced that the 
spirit of God was directing them. The 
Lord always directs those who are in ¢con- 
stant fellowship with Him. 

Prayer: We are entering upon a new 
week of work, O Lord, and we would be- 
gin our work under the guidance of Thy 
spirit. Keep us in close fellowship with 
Thyself and make us obedient servants. 
—Amen. ‘ 


Tuesday—Jonah’s Call 
Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-4 
Jonah was commissioned twice by God 


directly, to warn Nineveh. The self-willed 
prophet disobeyed the first call and tried 
to flee from God. By bitter experience 
he learned that man cannot disobey God 
and go unpunished. When the original 
commission was renewed Jonah obeyed, not 
joyfully, but of necessity. The plan and 
purpose of God was accomplished notwith- 
standing the conduct and attitude of 
Jonah. There is an important lesson in 
this story of Jonah for us. Paul speaks 
of this in I Cor. 9:16: “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the gospel, but if I do it 
willingly I have a reward.” 

Prayer: 

My gracious Lord, I own Thy right 

To ev’ry service I can pay; 

And eall it my supreme delight 

To hear Thy dictates and obey.” 

—Amen. 
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Wednesday—Isaiah’s Call 
Isa. 6:1-10 


God does not call all men in exactly the 
same way. He deals with men as individ- 
uals taking into consideration all cireum- 
stances and factors that entered into the 
making of the particular person He is deal- 
ing with. The eall of Isaiah would there- 
fore be somewhat different from Jonah’s 
call which we considered yesterday. Isaiah 
was favored as far as birth, training and 
environment was concerned. While in the 
temple, as a young man, he had a vision 
of God sitting upon a throne which chal- 
lenges him to become his messenger. In 
all humility the young man accepts the 
challenge and receives his commission to 
be a prophet of God. 


Prayer: Father, we thank Thee that 
Thou dost speak to us in Thine own way. 
Thou hast our interest at heart and art 
eoneerned about the children of men. Thou 
art ready to save all. Use us in Thy cause 
as Thou seest fit—Amen. 


Thursday—Ezekiel’s Call 
Ezek, 2:1-7 


As one who at the first deportation was 
led into the Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel 
was to be God’s messenger among the cap- 
tives. This was by no means an easy and 
enviable task. It required courage, faith 
in God and love for man to do this work 
effectively. When the word of the Lord 
came to him he obeyed. Ezekiel also had 
a vision of the glory of God—somewhat 
different, however, from the one of Isaiah. 
The first chapter records the vision, the 
second the commission. Ezekiel is ad- 
dressed by the divine voice as son of man, 
perhaps equivalent to “mortal one,” re- 
minding him of his position as over against 
God, the holy, the mighty, the glorious one. 
Verse 7 is important: “Thou shalt speak 
my words unto them.” 

Prayer: 

“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; ; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and lone.” 

—Amen. 


Friday—tThe Disciples Commissioned 
Mark 6:7-13 


During His brief publie ministry (about 


838 years) Jesus went through cities and — 


villages preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom and healing all manner of sickness 
and disease. He needed helpers, therefore 
He called from the many followers, twelve, 
whom He especially commissioned for the 
same work of preaching and healing. These 
twelve we commonly call Apostles. Their 
task was to do what the Master Himself 
had done—preach the glad tidings of the 
approaching kingdom, heal the sick, cast 
out demons, ete. The Master also gave to 
the Twelve in His commission to them cer- 
tain rules regarding their conduct. 

Prayer: Thou hast called us, O Master, 
to work in Thy vineyard. Help us to give 
heed to Thy instructions and to follow Thy 
example, doing good as long as we have 
the opportunity to do so. Amen. 


Saturday—World Evangelism Commanded 
Acts 1:6-11 


Before His resurrection Jesus restricted 
the work of the disciples as far as the 
territory to be covered was concerned. 
They were not to go beyond Judea. This 
command was given before the work of 
redemption in the Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus was completed. After the Resur- 
rection things were different. The Risen 
Master said to them: “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
termost parts of the earth.” Acts 1:8. 
The Kingdom which the Risen Lord was to 
establish was to be much larger, more 
wonderful and at the same time more spir- 
itual than the Kingdom of Israel even at 
its highest. It was to cover the world 
and the disciples under the guidance of the 
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Holy Spirit, were to have a part in estab- 
lishing it. 

Prayer: 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” 

—Amen. 


Sunday—Abraham’s Call 
Heb. 11:8-10 

Abraham has been ealled the “Father of 
the faithful,’ for in him we find the su- 
preme example of faith. The writer of 
Hebrews devotes a large part of this elev- 
enth chapter to the faith of Abraham, di- 
recting the attention of the readers to 
some of the outstanding incidents in his 
life. The necessity of obedience to the 
divine call is one of the important lessons 
of the meditations on the prophet’s eall. 
We shall be children of Abraham if we 
have Abraham’s faith. 

Prayer: On this day of rest, O Father, 
we thank Thee for Thy wise providence in 
setting apart one day out of seven, so that 
men might find rest in fellowship with 
Thee and with those who love Thee and 
call upon Thy Name. Sanctify this day 
to all Thy children.—Amen. 


HARD TIMES? 


Jean Hurlbut, missionary among rural 
people in Missouri, flings out a triumphant 
“challenge” (overworked word but noth- 
ing else fits here)—-to the dominant hard 
times—poverty, misery, sickness, failure, 
on all sides: “Do they whine or grow? 
All my life I have heard the expression, 
‘Ym from Missouri, you’ll have to show 
me,’ and it has meant a man unapproach- 
able and unbelieving. But now I ‘know 
what is behind it—the finest courage man 
ever had, faith and grit to carry on to 
the end. You may tell a Missourian he’s 
going to starve to death, but he won’t 
believe it until after the funeral!” 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


HIDDEN TREASURES 


Text, Colossians 2:2, 3: “That they may 
know the mystery of God, even Christ, in 
whom are all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge hidden.” 


We have been speaking a good deal 


about wisdom and knowledge, and now we 


come to their source. It is in Christ, “in 
whom,” says St. Paul, “are all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge hidden.” 
No one is truly educated in the highest 
sense of the word, who does not have the 
spirit of Christ in his heart. 

The same man who wrote the words of 
our text also wrote, “Other foundation can 
no man lay than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.” And this means that 
every part of a true life must be fitted into 
Jesus Christ.° All our plans, aims, motives, 
habits, occupations, must be fitted securely 
into Him. 

Christian education is the sole hope of 
our nation. George Washington saw this 
more than a hundred and thirty years ago, 
for in his farewell address he said: “Of all 
the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports. In vain would 
that man elaim the tribute of patriotism, 
who should labor to subvert these great 
pillars of human happiness, these firmest 
props of the duties of men and citizens. 
The mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to respect and to cherish them. 
A volume could not trace all their connee- 
tions with private and public felicity. Let 
it simply be asked, where is the security 
for prosperity, for reputation, for life, if 
the sense of religious obligation desert the 
oaths, which are the instruments of in- 
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vestigation in the courts of justice? And 
let us with caution indulge the supposition 
that morality can be maintained without 
religion. Whatever may be conceded to 
the influence of refined education on minds 
of peculiar structure, reason and experi- 
ence both forbid us to expect that nation- 
al morality can prevail in exclusion of re- 
ligious principles.” 

These may be somewhat deep words for 
some of you, but it will repay you to ask 
your parents and your teachers to go over 
this paragraph with you and to explain it 
until you understand it fully, and it will 
not do them any harm to do so. 

The principles of the Christian religion 
as set forth in the Bible, and especially in 
the New Testament, are essential to a 
complete and thorough education. The 
Rey. A. W. Lewis has well said: “There 
is no other book ever introduced into the 
public schools to be compared in eduea- 
tive value with the Bible. Anyone too 
broad for the use of the Bible is too 
broad and thin for education to benefit. 
History proves abundantly that Christian- 
ity has done more to develop great minds 
than all other things this world has ever 
seen, which is saying much. What is 
more, it takes minds of small caliber and 
makes them great. If it cannot make a 
mind great, there is no hope for the mind.” 

“Tt is one thing for an undergraduate 
to go out from his institution an expert 
in electrical science; it is quite another 
thing for him to discover the sprit of life 
itself, so that he is able to harmonize his 
expert ability with the broader and deeper 
life of the age in which he lives.” 

We are all more or less interested in 
and fascinated by stories about hidden 
treasures. How eagerly we read books that 
contain these stories. Many of these books 
might be mentioned, but “The Alhambra,” 
by Washington Irving, is one of the most 
fascinating of them all. His book about 
this ancient and mysterious Moorish pal- 
lace in Spain contains a number of stories 
about hidden treasures in various parts of 
the palace. I cannot relate all of these 
stories, but hope that some day you will 
read the book for yourself, if you have 
not already done so. 

I will give an abbreviated form of one 
of these stories as a sample of what you 
can look forward to in reading the book. 
This story is called the “Legend of the 
Moor’s Legacy.” 

Just within the fortress of the Alham- 
bra, in front of the royal palace, is a 
broad open space, called the place or 
square of the cisterns. It is undermined 
by reservoirs of water cold as ice and 
clear as erystal, hidden from sight, to 
which water-carriers, both men and women, 
constantly resort. 


Among these water-carriers was a sturdy, 
strong-backed, bandy-legged little fellow, 
named Pedro Gil, but called Peregil for 
shortness. At first he carried his water 
in a great earthen jar on his shoulder, but 
as his business increased he purchased a 
stout shaggy-haired donkey, on each side 
of which he slung his water-jars covered 
with fig leaves to proteet them from the 
sun. 


Peregil had a wife and a large family 
of ragged children to support, and he 
worked early and late to earn all he 
could. One evening, as he was making 
his last trip to the well, he found it desert- 
ed by every one except a solitary stranger 
in Moorish garb, seated on the stone bench 
in the moonlight. The Moor feebly beck- 
oned him to approach, and said, “I am 
faint and ill; aid me to return to the city, 
and I will pay thee double what thou 
couldst gain by thy jars of water.” He 
helped the Moor on his donkey, and set 
off slowly for Granada, the poor moslem 
being so weak that it was necessary to 
hold him on the animal to keep him from 
falling to the earth. He took him to his 
home and spread a mat and a sheepskin 
for him, on the ground, in the coolest part 
of the house. In a little while the Moor 
was seized with violent convulsions. Dur- 
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ing an interval of his fits he called Peregil 


to his side, and said in a low voice: “ey 
fear my end is at hand. If I die I be- 
queath ‘you this box as a reward for your 
charity.” So saying, he opened his cloak 
and showed a small box of sandalwood, 
strapped round his body. 

In a few moments the Moor had passed 
away. The box contained nothing but a 
parchment scroll, covered with Arabic char- 
acters, and an end of a waxen taper. The 
water-carrier was disappointed, but the 
next morning he stopped at the shop of a 
Moor and asked him to read the parch- 
ment. “This manuscript,” said he, “is a 


form of incantation for the recovery of 
hidden treasure, that is under the power 
of enchantment. It is said to have such 
virtue that the strongest bolts and bars, 
nay, the adamant rock itself, will yield 
before it.” “Bah!” eried Peregil, “what 
is all that to me? I am no enchanter, and 
know nothing of buried treasure.” He left 
the scroll in the hands of the Moor, and 
trudged forward on his daily rounds. 

But that evening, as he rested himself 
at the well of the Alhambra, he heard the 
gossips assembled there talk about great 
treasures buried in the earth under the 
tower of the Seven Floors. That night he 
could not sleep, and early the next morn- 
ing he went to the Moor and proposed that 
they go to the tower and try the effect of 
the charm. He went home and got the 
end of taper, which the Moor said was 
required to be lit while the paper was 
read. 

That night they started out for the 
tower. By the light of a lantern they 
groped their way down four flights of steps 
cut into the solid rock. But the floor of 
the fourth vault was solid, though tradi- 
tion said there were three vaults still be- 
low. At midnight they lit the waxen 
taper, and the Moor began to read the 
parchment in a hurried voice. As he fin- 
ished there was a noise like thunder, the 
earth shook, and the floor yawning open 
disclosed a flight of steps. Trembling with 
awe they descended, and by the light of 
the lantern found themselves in another 
vault, in the center of which stood a great 
chest, secured with seven bands of steel. 
Before the chest were several large jars 
filled with gold and silver and precious 
stones. They were in constant fear be- 
cause the manuscript said that if the taper 
burned out or was extinguished the vault 
would close and all within would remain 
enchanted with the treasure. They filled 
their pockets with the treasures when, 
thinking they heard a noise, they both 
rushed up the staircase, tumbled over each 
other into the upper apartment, overturned 
and extinguished the waxen taper, and the 
pavement closed with a thundering sound. 
When they got outside they saw that the 
stars were shining. They seated them- 
selves upon the grass and divided the 
spoil, deciding to return some other time 
and get some more of the hidden treas- 
ure. 

Fascinating as those stories may be, our 
text speaks of treasures with which no 
earthly treasures can be compared. Al- 
though St. Paul says that in Christ all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are 
hidden, yet they are not hidden in the 
sense in which the treasures of the Alham- 
bra were hidden, available only to the few 
who were so fortunate as to have the key 
to their possession. 

The treasures of Christ are available to 
all who desire to have them and earnestly 
seek them. They are hidden only from 
eyes who will not see them; hidden, that 
seeking souls may have the pleasure of 
seeking and the joy of finding them. 

All Divine wisdom is laid up in Christ. 
The new problems of each generation will 
find their answers in Him. If you have 
Christ and the wisdom and knowledge 
which He brings you will have greater 
treasures than those of the Alhambra, or 
any other earthly treasures. You will have 
heavenly treasures that cannot corrode or 
be stolen, but that will endure forever. 
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Old Woman: “Where did those large 


rocks come from?” 
Tired Guide: “The glaciers brought them 
down.” 
“But where are the glaciers?” 
“They've gone back after more rocks.” 


Zwingli, the Swiss Boy 


By J. H. String, D.D. 


Story papers have told boys and. girls 
of Arnold Winkleried and William Tell. 
Of much greater interest is the story of 
Ulrich Zwingli. This shepherd boy of the 
Toggenburg became the founder of our 
Reformed Church. Switzerland even today 
is proud to direct the tourist to the little 
home where Zwingli was born. Out from 
Zurich, the largest city of the Swiss, an 
auto ride of 35 miles and an ascent of 
4,000 feet above Lake Zurich, brings one 
to Wildhaus. Here, over 400 years ago 
Zwingli went to Church and school, tended 
sheep and had his play. 

In those days people were either Chris- 
tians or Jews. Christians had the same 
kind of a Church in every place and there 
were no others. All of these Churches were 
what we know now as Roman Catholic. 
Ulrich Zwingli was brought up in the 
Church. He was a bright boy. Because 
he learned so well all that the schools 
taught he was given the chance to get a 
college education and studied at the famous 
universities of Vienna and Basel. 

Learning in those days was a _ thing 
which few, except the priests, enjoyed. 
Almost all of the teaching was done by 
teachers under the Church, so Zwingli the 
scholar became a priest, at the age of 22. 
In his first pastorate at Glarus he went 
deeper into his Greek and Latin because 
of his great love of the thoughts and 
heroes of ancient times, as found in 
Home, Thucydides, Plato and others. He 
read his Bible in the Greek and Latin to 
get a greater knowledge of the first truth 
about Jesus and the Apostles, the found- 
ing of the Church and its customs and 
good works. 


The Swiss had many fighting men. They 
wanted first of all to fight for the Pope, 
the head of the Church. But they would 
fight under the flag of any king who would 
pay them. Zwingli went as chaplain with 
the army. He did not like it that the sol- 
diers gave way to drink and other things 
that destroy men. He opposed them going 
to war except for their own land. Zwingli, 
in boyhood, could easily win in speaking 
contests. In the Church he became a great 
preacher. 
Einsiedeln. This was a place where priests 
would go to rest and study. Zwingli 
preached that they should not look to the 
Virgin Mary, but to Jesus alone to save. 
In that day they believed that the Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, would have 
her Son answer their prayers. Zwingli 
was sought by the great Church in Zurich 
to become its pastor. In the Churches the 
priests gave most of the time to the mass. 
The mass is a pageant in which are set 
forth the scenes of Christ going all the 
way to death on the cross. The priest, as- 
sisted by others, perform this pageant 
before a high altar lighted with candles 
and having statues of the saints, and over 
all is a big cross with Christ crucified on 
it. In the mass the priest is the only one 
partaking of the wine in remembrance of 
Christ’s death. He gives the people the 
bread in the form of a wafer. In this 
service there is just time for a brief talk 
on a lesson from the Bible. 

In Zurich Zwingli changed things. He 
preached real sermons. He preached on 
the life of Christ until he had preached 
on all of St. Matthew’s Gospel. He stopped 
the mass and had the people sing hymns. 
He had the statues of saints removed, the 
altar taken down and in its place put a 
communion table, and in the communion 
gave the cup of wine to the people to par- 
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take of as well as himself. He also mar- 
ried a wife and had a home and family. 
These were hard things to do at that 
time. Zwingli won out because the people 
were hungry for the word of God. They 
loved him as a pastor. Like as with others, 
they never did see a Bible reason for keep- 
ing the Communion cup from the people. 


All of this became known and other 
places in the Swiss land wanted to change. 
In Germany, under Luther, great changes 
also were being made. The cry for change 
was greater because many things were 
wrong with priests and Churches, In after 
years the popes made many changes to 
correct these wrongs, but at this time 
they would not hear to it. It was not the 
purpose of Zwingli and the men of that 
time to start a new Church; they wanted 
to reform it, so they became known as the 
Reformers. They were cast out of the 
Church by priests and popes. Congrega- 
tions and ministers were ill treated and 
many went to death for their faith. 


Four hundred years ago the enemies of 
the Reformers came with an army against 
Zurich. The men of the city quickly arm- 
ed, and at Cappel they met in combat. 
Zwingli had gone to give them courage. 
He was struck with a stone while caring 
for a wounded soldier. In dying he said 
of the Catholic enemy the words of Jesus, 
“They may kill the body, but they cannot 
kill the soul.” Thus October 11, 1531, is 
a date memorable in our Reformed Church. 
And on the coming Oct. 11 we celebrate 
the 400th anniversary of Zwingli’s martyr 
death. Zwingli’s coat of arms was black 
and old gold. They reflect the dark days 
of strife and the tried gold of courage and 
sacrifice. He was only 48 years of age. 
Many love to think what might have been 
had he lived several years longer as Luther 
and Calvin did. In the later years, Amer- 
ican admirers of Zwingli placed a monu- 
ment at Cappel. For years a rough boulder 
has served that purpose. His life was rug- 
ged like that boulder. 


Zwingli’s victories are ours today be- 
cause other brave men carried forward 
what he stood for, noted among them 
William Farel and John Calvin. But to 
those of German descent two young re- 
formers, Ursinus and Olevianus, did the 
most. They put the teaching and spirit 
of Zwingli and Calvin into the Heidelberg 
Catechism, which is taught in our Churches 
today. Zwingli’s helpers were many. A 
list of teachers and friends of his is a 
memorial of his times and the things he 
stood for. lLupulus, the classic scholar; 
Wyttenbach, a master of Bible teaching; 
Leo Jud, his chum in musical enjoyment; 
Ecolampadius, his strong advocate in 
trials; Haller, pastor at Bern; Myconius, 
who loved to tell about him; Bulliger, who 
became pastor of the Zwingli Church at 
Zwingli’s death; the Prince of Hesse, who 
was his warm friend and a friend of Lu- 
ther. At Marburg he wanted them to 
take each other by the hand and be 
friends. Zwingli was eager. He offered 
his hand, but Luther could not agree with 
him about the Lord’s Supper, so the friends 
of Zwingli went their way, known not by 
his name but by the movement he was in, 
and became known as Reformed, the 
Church of the Reformers, the Church of 
the Reformation. 


A prominent person in our Church, on 
a trip to Europe, said: “My greatest de- 
sire is to see the home at Wildhaus where 
Zwingli was born and the monument at 
Cappel where he died.” It is possible to 
find such things in the life of Zwingli as 
to give us such a desire. Personally, I am 
ever indebted to the Rey. James I. Good, 
D.D., LL.D., whose sermons, books and 
lectures on Zwingli were a constant inspir- 
ation. 


“That dog of Coogler’s will be the death 
of me, barking at me every time I Paaa 
“But barking dogs don’t bite.” 


“I know, but I’d rather be bitten at once 


than kept in suspense.” 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION 
By Mary Starck Kerr 


Little Rosemary was scratching at the 
woodwork on the big armchair with her 
sharp little nails. “Stop that, Rosemary!” 
called her mother. The little girl looked 
startled, and her face showed disecomfiture, 
but she kept on scratching. “Stop it at 
once,” said her mother, and Rosemary was 
on the verge of tears, but she did not stop. 
Then her exasperated mother went over 
and took the little girl out to punish her. 

“Rosemary is so obstinate,” said the 
mother when she returned to her visitor, 
leaving little Rosemary sobbing in the 
other room, “but she must learn to obey.” 

“Children do not mean to be obstinate, 
it seems to me,” said the visitor. 

“Perhaps not, but when they are, we 
have to cure them of the habit,’ said the 
mother. 

“An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure, you know,” said the visitor. 
“That is one proverb which is absolutely 
true, I think, and it is just as true with 
regard to the training of children, as it is 
in connection with sickness,” 

“T don’t see how I could prevent Rose- 
mary from being obstinate,” said the 
mother. “It is just natural for her; she 
takes after Grandfather Robinson.” 

The visitor smiled. “Yes, she may be 
like her grandfather. And what was it 
that made Grandfather Robinson the suc- 
cessful business man he is? Wasn’t it this 
determination and perseverance which we 
call obstinacy when it is opposed to our 
ideals?” 

“T suppose that is true,” said Mrs. Rob- 
inson, Junior, “and I know I have been 
called obstinate sometimes myself when it 
was really the other person who was stub- 
born. But what would you do with Rose- 
mary when she is stubborn?” 

“T was afraid you wouldn’t ask me,” said 
her visitor, laughing, “and of course, I 
wouldn’t have dared to tell you without an 
invitation. 

“Now let us suppose that Rosemary is 
scratching a chair. I would not suddenly 
call out to her to stop, for that would 
startle her, and if company were present, 
it would also humiliate her. To be spoken 
to in such a tone of command as many 
parents use would naturally make a high- 
spirited child stubborn. I would call her 
and ask her if she would like to do some 
certain thing, and if she did not respond 
at once, I would go over to her, and say, 
‘Come, Rosemary, let’s do so and so,’ repeat- 
ing the request. It should be a request, 
because then refusal would not be dis- 
obedience.” 

“T don’t believe it will work,” said the 
mother, shaking her head. 

“JT have seen it work a great many times, 
and with children whom their mothers said 
were so stubborn that they couldn’t man- 
age them,” answered the caller, “but of 
course a great deal depends on the tone 
one uses. Some persons will use pleasant 
phrases but a tone that belies the words, 
and children are very sensitive. Just let 
your natural love and your acquired under- 
standing of your child be uppermost in 
your mind, instead of impatience or worry, 
and you will be sure to succeed. The 
ounce of prevention you use in this way 
will save you many pounds of cure, and 
be much more effective, besides.” 


“T consider modern kindergarten train- 
ing an essential part of a child’s education. 
There is no substitute for it except in a 
home with many children under parents 
who have more than ordinary pedagogical 
sense.’—James E. Russell, Dean, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New York. 


i? oe 


REFORMED 


CHUR GH 


MESSENGER 17 


The Scripture Text Calendar for 1932 


The Most Complete Sacred Calendar Published 


Every head of a home, 
every member of a 
family -recognizes the 
importance of a daily 
Christian influence in 
the home such as” the 
Scripture Text Calen- 
dar imparts. 

It ineludes seriptural 
quotations for each day 
and Sunday School ref- 
erences for each week. 

It is endorsed by 
Pastors and_ Biblical 
teachers everywhere re- 
alizing its valuable aid 
in home missionary 
work and the spread- 
ing of the Gospel in a 
truly Christian way. 
No influence in a home 
could do more for tie 
Kingdom of God than 
one of these Scripture Text Calendars, a 
constant reminder, a constant inspiration. 


Selling Plans Furnished 


We tell you how to make sales—how to 
reach every home in your community with 
this beautiful calendar, and at the same 
time earn a substantial profit. We furnish 
plans for the Sunday School Class, Ladies’ 
Aid, Young People’s Society, as well as 
other organizations or individuals. 


Start at Once! 


The demand for Scripture Text Calendars 
is constantly increasing, which makes it 
imperative that you place your order early 
to insure getting the quantity you will 
require. Your best sales will be made be- 
fore Christmas, so estimate your needs and 
ORDER NOW. 


Special Prices for Larger Quantities 
Profits are easily earned with these 
greatly improved Scripture Text Calendars 

which practically sell on sight. 

Quantity Cost Sell For 

$17.00 $30,00 

60.00 

75.00 

90.00 
Prices slightly higher in Canada 


Profit 
$13.00 
28.00 


35.00 
45.00 


Terms: Cash with order. 
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Notice These 


Important Features 


In the first place it 
has a ready-made mar- 
ket created by National 
Advertising in the prin- 
cipal religious maga- 
zines in the country. 

It has beauty — thir- 
teen full-color religious 
paintings of suitable 
size for framing. 

It offers inspiration, 
instruction, and infor- 
mation, 

Brief 
pictures. 

Daily 
tations. 

Schedule showing how 
to read the Bible 
through in a year. 

Golden Texts for Sunday School lessons. 

Flower and Birthstone of the month. 

Preceding date 
pads. 

Phases of the moon, ete. 

Fourteen pages, 914 x 15% inches, of use- 
fulness and beauty. 


Millions of Homes 


look forward each year to 
Scripture Text Calendars, to enjoy the 
beauty and inspiration of thirteen full- 
color reproductions of sacred masterpieces. 
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Seripture quo- 


and following month 


purchasing 


Appropriate Christmas Gift 


What would be more appreciated as a 
Christmas remembrance than a Scripture 
Text Calendar—a collection of world’s fa- 
mous sacred paintings as well as a reli- 
gious calendar that will be enjoyed for a 
full 366 days? 


Small Quantities 


may be purchased for gift purposes at the 
following prices: 


Prices slightly higher in Canada 


Calendars are not returnable. 


USE THIS COUPON. ORDER NOW 


Gentlemen: 


Kindly ship at once 


nd. remittance SUM, Of Gr. sc:1ssiccllevieec «+ 


Scripture Text Art Calendars. 


Enclosed please 


» BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


1505 RACE STREET 


If there is no kindergarten for the little 
ones of your community, a letter to the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 
West Fortieth St., New York, will bring 
you information and literature which will 
assist you to get one opened. 


Mother: “When that naughty boy threw 
stones at you, why did you not come and 
tell me, instead of throwing them back at 
him?” 

Willie: “What good would it do to tell 
you? You couldn’t hit the broad side of a 
barn.” 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


Most Grandpas are foxy, aren’t they? 
Lovingly so. And sometimes grandsons 
are even foxier! And your Birthday Lady 
can think of no foxier grandson, this very 
minute, than our Dr. James M. Mullan’s 
grandson Jim. They were out walking 
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one day in Baltimore, he and Jim, when 
suddenly James Charles Gunther became 
sick. Grandpa was so alarmed that he 
called a taxi and hustled him home as 
fast as he could. But by the time they 
reached 713 Hollen Road, Jim was per- 
fectly well! It was his way, you see, of 
telling Grandpa he thought he’d walked 
quite far enough for a four-year-old! Jim 
has a sister, Jean Harpster Gunther, aged 
two, and “like most girls,’ her mother 
says, “enjoys a lot of attention and doesn’t 
like it if people ignore her. One day re- 
cently she and her brother were on the 
lawn and Jim was throwing a ball in the 
air and catching it. Someone came along 
and complimented him on his ball playing, 
but said nothing to Jean. This was too 
much for her, so she went over to the 
stranger, pulled up her little dress and 
said, ‘I have a bac-i-ation!’” And just 
the other day when his mother said, “Oh, 
Jim, please don’t talk so loudly! You are 
always making so much noise!” Jim an- 
swered, “Well, why did you buy me then?” 
Grandpa Mullan’s work as superintendent 
of our Home Missions in the East keeps 
him so busy the whole year through, that 
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he rarely has time to see his Jim and Jean. 
And Grandma Mullan, who has to be alone 
when Grandpa goes to the Schaff Building, 
or on a missionary trip, misses the grand- 
children even more. And what a sweet 
Grandma she is—one of the love-li-est your 
Birthday Lady knows. She’s a sister, you 
know, to our “Nana” Hoy of China, and 
our Mrs. Paul Gerhard, of Japan. She 
does the surprising-est things! One day 
at Hood Conference, she asked me what 
my favorite color was, and that very even- 
ing on my bureau, was a coat-hanger, all 
dressed up in a crocheted gown of Alice 
blue! So here’s special greetings to all my 
less than six-year-olds who like to hug their 
pretty Grandmas and “fox” their busy 
Grandpas! 


Teacher was going to give an object 
lesson. 
“Tommy,” she began, “why does your 
father put up storm windows every fall?” 
“Well,” said Tommy, “mother keeps at 
him until he finally gives in.” 
Christian Register. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO— DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE, No. 21 


Th ORAS Soe 
OOS Cea Uae h, 
ATO eee iaeee, 
Sy. Uehara. 
AM Ast Uo} ays Mh 


MAKE 10 OUT OF 20—No. 13 


1. Lord 11. some 
2. Know 12. red 
3. Kind 13. wink 
4. Irk 14. way 
5. Inter 15. ledge 
6. House 16. mate 
7. Hope 17. ship 
8. Hood 18. less 
9 High 19. weave 
10. Help 20. hold 
A. M. S. 
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James Charles and Jean Harpster Gunther 


ULRICH ZWINGLI, THE REFORMER 
AND PATRIOT 


By John Franklin Bair 


Ulrich Zwingli was the man whom God 
chose 

To proclaim liberty of mind to all, 

Tho’ destined in the course of time to fall 

By the vile hand of truth’s ungodly foes; 

Firm in the faith of Jesus Christ, he rose, 

Bent on one mission, which was to pro- 
claim 

Salvation in and thru that holy Name 

Whereby all sinners could alone be saved; 

Not mortal man, but God, he strove to 
please. 

The threats of vile ecclesiasts he braved; 

Alone he stood, yet not alone stood he, 

Beside him stood his Master, to reclaim 

The poor to whom vile monks sold, craftily, 

Indulgences, their dead friends to release 

From purgatory. “Give money,” they said; 

“As soon as it shall jingle in our chest, 
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As has been forecast, the Assembly of 
the League of Nations extended Sept. 8 a 
formal invitation to Mexico to become a 
member of the League. According to an 
official declaration by Genarao Estrada, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mexico has 
accepted the invitation and become a mem- 
ber. Mexico has repudiated the Monroe 
Doctrine in accepting the invitation to 
join the League. The acceptance was ac- 
companied by a slightly veiled statement 
that Mexico does not recognize the Mon- 
roe Doctrine. 


The 15th anniversary of the founding 
of the first American Red Cross chapter at 
Dansville, N. Y., was celebrated ®ept. 9. 
President Hoover made the chief address 
from the White House over the radio. 


As a result of negotiations by Dr. Axel 
Schlinder, one of the heads of the German 
Central Agricultural Chamber, with the 
Federal Farm Board in the United States, 
Germany will buy 7,200,000 bushels of 
American hard winter wheat of the best 
quality, it has been officially announced. 


treat Britain’s new three-party govern- 
ment, under the leadership of the Socialist 
Premier, Ramsay MacDonald, has launched 
on its Parliamentary career of balancing 
the budget backed by a vote of confidence 
in the House of Commons of 309 to 250. 


Only 11 of Mr. MacDonald’s former adher- 
ents in the Labor party voted with the 


majority. 
Professor Lujo Brentano, German 
Economist and social scientist, died at 


Munich, Germany, Sept. 9. Many of his 
views, once considered radical, are now ac- 
cepted. He was 86 years old and author 
of many works. 

A telegram from Henry L. Doherty, 
president of the Cities Service Company, 
Sept. 9 offered $500,000 to Roy B. Wright, 
president of the American Society of Me- 
chanical Engineers, who recently was 
quoted at Kansas City as saying such a 
sum was needed to discover a remedy for 
the present industrial situation. 

The Post Office Department for the 
mouth of August showed a drop in postal 
receipts in the 50 largest cities of the 
country and the prediction is that the 
deficit for the fiscal year ending next 
June 30, would reach $150,000,000. 

According to a recent report the Soviet 
Union intends to become a member of the 
Institute of Pacific Relations. 

Increased longevity, which was contrast- 
ed with a declining birth rate between 
1920 and 1930, has been shown in a recent 
analysis of the population of the United 
States by age, sex, color and nativity and 
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The souls of your beloved friends, now 
dead, 
Will fly from Limbo to eternal rest.” 


All that they paid to them was total loss; 
With a mighty voice, Ulrich Zwingli cried, 
“These monks to you all wilfully have lied; 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ alone 
Can for the sins of your dead friends 


atone!” 

To cleanse the Church of all vile popish 
dross, 

He would henceforth, alone, his call should 
be; 


And would not rest until 
Church he’d free 

From the vile, filthy coat of priestly gloss. 

The war was long, much precious blood was 
shed, 

But Zwingli wavered not; upon the field 

Of battle he his life was called to yield; 

When, wounded, he lay faint among the 
dead, 

Before his gallant spirit passed away, 

“Tt does not matter,” he was heard to say, 

“The body they can kill, but not the soul.” 


God’s Holy 


The years will come and go, ages will roll 

Away, but Zwingli’s last brave words will 
stand 

Till time shall end. To him death was no 
loss, 

He died for God and for his native land, 

As every loyal Swiss was wont to do; 

Unto the end he proved loyal, brave, and 
true, 

And God’s own Church was purged of 
popish dross 

Thru Zwingli, guided by God’s 
hand. 


Butler, Pa. 
(All rights reserved.) 


mighty 


SMALL SON’S AWKWARD QUESTION 


He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly. When the family returned 
from Sunday morning service, father criti- 
cized the sermon, daughter thought the 
choir’s singing atrocious, and mother found 
fault with the organist’s playing. But the 
subject had to be dropped when the small 
boy of the family pipel up: “But it was a 
good show for a nickel, don’t you think, 
Dad?”—The Illinois Farmer. 


made public by the Bureau of Census of 
the Department of Commerce. 

Dr. Harry Phillips Davis, pioneer of 
radio broadcasting, died at his home in 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., Sept. 10. He was the 
guiding genius in development of KDKA, 
first of broadcasting stations. His age 
was 63. 

Great Britain has balanced her budget 
by imposing a big tax increase and mak- 
ing drastic pay cuts to end the deficit. 

A book whose editorial preparations cost 
the League of Nations $20,000 was pub- 
lished by the Secretariat Sept. 10, It is a 
337-page volume on the depression. 

The experiment of the William Wrigley 
Company in purchasing wheat in Canada 
and cotton in the South with part of the 
receipts from gum sales has proved so sat- 
isfactory that it will be continued until 
Dee. 1 as planned and, probably there- 
after. Mr. Wrigley said the indirect busi- 
ness benefits counterbalanced temporary 
book losses, and that eventually there 
might even be a small profit from wheat 
and cotton. Recently the Cudahy Packing 
Company started a similar campaign in the 
South, while International Harvester has 
a plan accepting farm products in ex- 
change for farm machinery. 

Richard Irvine Manning, 72 years old, 
former Governor of South Carolina, died 
at his home in Columbia, Sept. 11. 

The City of Belize, capital of British 
Honduras, is in ruins and 700 are dead as 
the result of a hurricane that visited the — 
city, Sept. 10. Ten Americans were killed, 
among them 6 priests. A second storm 
swept over San Juan, Porto Rico. Houses 
were unroofed and plantations destroyed. — 
Several persons were killed. 
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The Japanese Imperial Aviation Society 
of Tokyo presented Colonel and Mrs. 
Charles Lindbergh with a medal in recog- 
nition of the flight from the United States 
to Japan. 

The Federal Farm Board Sept. 11 sold 
7,500,000 bushels of wheat to Germany on 
three-year credits, thereby closing its 3rd 
large deal in wheat in a month. 

Treasury Department figures Sept. 12 in- 
dicated that new issues and retirements to 
the public debt during the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1932, would reach the 
enormous total of about $16,000,000,000, 
and that the increase in the debt during 
the year will be $1,000,000,000 or more, 
unless new sources of government income 
are provided at the next Congress. This 
should bring the debt at the end of the 
year to about $17,800,000,000. 

Mahatma Gandhi arrived in London, 
Sept. 12, for the Round Table Conference. 
He wore only a scant Hindu winding sheet 
and a homespun shawl and moved into 
quarters in the slum district of London. 
He says peace is his mission. 

Frederick William Lehmann, former 
Solicitor General of the United States and 
a past president of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, died Sept. 12 at his home in St. 
Louis. He was 78 years old. 


234 persons were saved from the Panama 
Liner Colombia Sept. 13, which was wreck- 
ed in a storm off the bleak coast of Point 
Tosco, Lower California. 


Austria put down a one-day revolt rout- 
ing the Heimwehr leader, Dr. Walter Pfrie- 
mer. One person was killed and 7 wound- 
ed in Syria. 

The 20th anniversary of the start of the 
air mail in the United States was observed 
at the Roosevelt Field, New York, Sept. 
23. The officials from the Post Office De- 
partment in Washington were present. 

Dr. Herbert Spencer Dickey and party 
have returned to New York after explor- 
ing the source of the Orinoco, being the 
first white man to see where the river 
rises. They left New York April 1. 


“WHAT DOES IT MATTER? THEY 
MAY KILL THE BODY; BUT THEY 
CANNOT KILL THE SOUL” 


(Zwingli’s dying words) 


Service in Commemoration of the 400th 
Anniversary of the Death of Ulrich 
Zwingli—Founder of the Reformed 

Church—Sunday, October 11, 1931 


Organ Prelude—‘In Memoriam” 

Processional Hymn 165 (“In the Cross of 
Christ I Glory”)—By Choir and Congre- 
gation 

Invocation—In the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Minister—Remember the days of old, con- 
sider the years of many generations; ask 
thy father, and he will shew thee; thy 
elders, and they will tell thee. 

People—As for me, in the abundance of 
Thy loving kindness will I come into 
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Thy house; in Thy fear I will worship 

within Thy holy temple. 

Prayer (in unison)—O Thou that hearest 
prayer, it is written that unto Thee shall 
all flesh come. And hither are we come 
at this time to inquire in Thy holy place, 
and to hear what Jehovah our God will 
speak to us. Meet us here, as Thou hast 
promised, Fulfill our needs and answer 
our longings. May more light break 
forth from Thy Holy Word to guide our 
feet in the way of peace. And may this 
worship which now we begin, in passing 
leave us with our sins forgiven, our de- 
sires cleansed, and our lives consecrated 
to the Kingdom of Thy dear Son. Amen. 

Hymn 274 (first verse) (to be sung softly) 
—“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

‘Confession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

Anthem—By the Choir 

Old Testament Lesson—-Psalm 86 

New Testament Lesson—II Cor. 4:1-18 

Gloria Patri 

General Prayer 

Hymn 594—(“O God, Beneath Thy Guid- 
ing Hand’) 

Sermon—(The birthplace—Noble parentage 
—Happy boyhood—Student days—Pub- 
lie hfe—Work at Glarus—Labors at Ein- 
siedelen—Work at Zurich. He was Pa- 
triot and Preacher—Lover of truth— 
Fond of study—Observer of nature— 
Skillful musician. Martyr on field of 
Cappel. For him to live was Christ, and 
to die was gain. Latest material avail- 
able in Church papers and in Booklet by 
Dr. Theodore P. Bolliger.) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Zwingli’s Hymn 605—(“Guide, O Lord, Thy 
Chariot Now’’) 

(Two wars were carried on between the 
Canton of Zurich and the five mountain 
cantons to the south—all of which were 
Catholic. It was during the first war in 
1529 that Zwingli wrote this famous hymn. 
In the second war, while serving as chap- 
lain for the small Zurich army numbering 
only 2,700 against the 8,000 Catholic 
troops, Zwingli was struck by a shower of 
stones while ministering to a soldier be- 
neath a pear tree. Here the Catholic 
troops soon found him dying and upon dis- 
covering his identity, put him to death. 
This ended the life of the Founder of the 
Reformed Church, who gave all “for truth 
and for his faith.’’) 

Announcements 

Offering 

Anthem—By the Choir 

Hymn 607—“Faith of Our Fathers, Living 
Still”) 

Consecration Prayer—(Loyalty to Christ. 
Love for our Church. Liberality towards 
all her interests. Offering of self to 
Christ and His Church.) 

Doxology 

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn 389—(“O Jesus, I Have 
Promised’’) 

Prepared at the request of the 
Committee on Spiritual Resources 
of the Executive Committee of the 
General Synod by 


Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
October 4, 1931 
The Macedonian Call 
Acts 16:6-15; Romans 15:18-21 

Golden Text: Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations. Matthew 28:10. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Maid. 2. 
Jail. 3. The Jailer. 

In this final quarter of the year we con- 


The 


tinue our study of “The Spread of Chris- 
tianity,” begun three months ago. The 
Book of Acts is the main source of our in- 
formation. Its first part records the growth 
of Christianity among the Jews. Jeru- 
salem is its center; and Peter its central 
figure (chapters 1-12). 

In the second part of Acts the center 
of influence and interest is shifted to 
Antioch, that famous stronghold of pagan 
culture and religion three hundred miles 
north of Jerusalem. The major theme, 
now, is the expansion of the Church in the 
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Crooked Spine 
Made Straight 


GREATLY BENEFITED 
OR ENTIRELY CURED 


An Elderly Lady, all bent 
over, was straightened won- 
derfully. A Grateful Father 
writes his daughter hada bad 
curvature, yet was completely 
straightened. A Man help- 
less, unable to stand or walk, 
was riding horseback and 
playing tennis within a year. 
A Little Child, paralyzed, 
was playing about the house 
in 3 weeks. A Doctor, con- 
fined to a wheel chair for 8 
years, was walking in 3 months time. Thousands 
of sufferers have found relief, benefit or cure 
through the Puitro Burr Merruop. Over fifty- 
nine thousand cases in the past 30 years. 


30 DAY’S TRIAL 


We will prove its value in your own case. The Philo 
Burt Appliance is light in weight 
and comfortable to wear—entirely 
different from the old, torturing 
laster-casts, leather and cellu- 
oid jackets or steel braces. 
Every afflicted person with a 
weakened, injured, diseased 
or deformed spine owes it 
to himself to investigate. 
Doctors recommend it, end 
the price within reach of all. 
Send for Information 
If you will describe your case 
it will aid us in giving you 
definite information at once. 


PHILO BURT COMPANY 
145-21 Odd Fellows Temple 
JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 


great Gentile world. Peter steps into the 
background—Roman claims to the contrary 
notwithstanding, and Paul comes to the 
front. The last sixteen chapters of Acts 
contain a graphic account of his heroic 
career, replete with almost incredible 
labors, until his imprisonment in Rome. 
Few men have equaled Paul in his vision 
and venture. And none, save Christ, has 
surpassed him in the effect of his life and 
labor upon the destiny of mankind. The 
history of modern civilization begins with 
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Church societies and others make more money 
selling Demaree Christmas Card and Christmas 
Letéer Assortment Boxes. The Christmas Letter 
Assortment Box—something new and quite differ- 
ent—sells better than cards. Write today. 
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the thirteenth chapter of Acts. Momentous 
transformations of human society followed 
in the wake of the little ship that carried 
Paul and Barnabas to Cyprus, on their 
first missionary journey. 

Of course, Paul merely began the Chris- 
tianization of Europe, which comprised the 
greater part of the then known world. 
And he had no adequate conception of the 
staggering magnitude of the task that, 
even today, is far from completion. His 
successors continued his work with such 
zeal and success that in the fourth cen- 
tury the great Roman Empire had become 
nominally Christian. And the amazing 
success of the Christian religion, against 
overwhelming odds, is one proof, at least, 
of its intrinsic excellence. It was far su- 
pior, both in its faith and work, to all 
the contesting philosophies and religions of 
the times. Christianity spread triumphant- 
ly beeause its adherents “out-lived, out- 
thought, and out-died” all others. 

After the early expansion of Christianity 
came long centuries of lethargy, spent in 
doctrinal controversies. But the dying em- 
bers of the missionary spirit were again 
fanned into flame by Pope Gregory the 
Great. The movement started by him, 
about 600 A. D., ran on, unchecked, through 
four centuries. It led to the evangeliza- 
tion of northern Europe and Russia. And 
then the fire was quenched again, until the 
nineteenth century. Since then there has 
been a magnificent resumption of the task 
begun by Paul so long ago. 

Paul’s world lies far behind us. To a 
superficial observer it may seem as though 
there were no points of contact between 
our world and his. What possible resem- 
blance can there be between the Asia 
Minor he knew, and the East, near and 
far, as we know it today, seething with 
unrest—political, economic, social, and in- 
tellectual? 

We forget that Paul’s real world was, 
after all, precisely like ours. It consisted 
of people, not of “populations.” Of men, 
women, and children; of parents, husbands, 
and wives; of soldiers, merchants, and 
laborers. Living, they trod our earth, and 
knew all its joys and sorrows, all its sin 
and suffering. And dying, they gazed into 
the same sky that arches above us, so vast 
and so silent, wondering what were its 
promise or menace. 

It was to this “world” Paul presented 
Christ and preached His gospel. And Chris- 
tianity spread because men found in it the 
glad tidings of salvation from sin, and 
eternal life. And that is why the story of 
Paul’s life and work is of perennial interest 
to us. Our personal quest and our task are 
essentially like his. In our search of salva- 
tion we find in Christ the same help, even 
as we face similar difficulties. That makes 
our study of his experience and career ever 
fruitful. It is not merely past history. 
The story is repeated in every age, and 
the experience is rewritten in every heart 
that shares Paul’s aspirations and his con- 
secration, 

Our previous lesson took us to the Coun- 
cil of Jerusalem, where Paul had to de- 
fend his ministry among the Gentiles, and 
where he won one of the decisive battles 
of history, when the wise counsel of James 
prevailed (Acts 15:1-11). From this coun- 
cil Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch, 
and announced to the Church the decree 
of the apostles, “which when they had 
read, they rejoiced for the consolation.” 
And presently, accompanied by Silas, a 
prominent member of the Church in Jeru- 
salem (15:22), Paul launched upon his 
second missionary journey. They “went 
through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
Churches.’ ? At Lystra Paul found Timo- 
thy, who then became his helper and a 
life-long friend. Thus this little band of 
heroie pioneers came to Troas, and looked 
out over the Aegean Sea that washed the 
shores of Europes And there, in a vision 
in the night, Paul heard the Macedonian 
eall, “Come over into Macedonia and help 
us.” 

1. The Maid. The criterion of a vision 
is the work to which it leads. That Paul’s 
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vision at Troas was not a phantasy, spun 
of vain dreams, was proved by its results. 
Lydia and her household were baptized. 
The gospel was lodged in the bosom of a 
family, and, thus, the surest foundation 
was laid for the Christianization of Europe. 
For out of the family are the issues of life. 

Stirring episodes marked the opening of 
the evangelistic campaign in Europe. From 
an idyllic riverside, we are thrust into the 
turmoil of a street mob. And then we pass 
into the gloom of a prison, where we at- 
tend a prayer meeting that ends with the 
conversion of the jailer. We see men and 
women at their best and worst—a pious 
matron and a pitiable slave-maid, mercen- 
ary men and a cowardly magistrate, cour- 
ageous apostles and a converted jailer. The 
whole scene is typical and prophetic. We 
see the lights and shadows of that old 
world under the impact of the new gospel. 

But back of it all stands Paul, who had 
a vision. We may be sure that there was 
no magic about it. It was a noble ideal 
that beckoned him with compelling power. 
That ideal Christ had etched deep into his 
mind and heart. He saw man as Christ 
had seen him, as a child of God. Sin- 
bound he was, but destined to be freed 
from his bondage by the power of God’s 
love. And back of this vision lay a greater 
vision still. He saw God, the Father of 
men, yearning to bestow His abundant life 
upon all His children, whether Jews or 
Gentiles. That was the vision Paul saw 
with the inner eye of faith, whatever the 
outer occasion that brought it to a focus. 
It led him into the great venture of tak- 
ing the gospel to Europe. 

The first European convert was Lydia, 
whose conversion took place in a quiet 
prayer meeting on a river bank. And the 
second grew out of a mob, and occurred 
in a jail amidst the quaking of the earth 
and the crumbling of walls. 

There was a slave-girl in Philippi with 
a spirit of divination, who brought her 
masters much gain by soothsaying. This 
afflicted girl followed the missionaries, and 
cried after them; whether in mockery or 
sincerity we know not. But Paul was sore 
troubled. He pitied the girl, and he de- 
tested her exploitation by unscrupulous 
men. He healed the girl, and thus depriv- 
ed her masters of their ungodly gain. In 
revenge, they stirred up a revolt against 
the missionaries, accusing them falsely of 
being Jewish zealots. Without trial, Paul 
and Silas were scourged and cast into 
prison. 

Lydia and this maid stand far apart in 
life. They represent womanhood at its 
best and worst. Yet the gospel brought 
help and healing to both. This nameless 
maid and the distinguished matron are the 
novices of the new sisterhood of women, 
made free by Christ. 

It was the spirit of greed that held the 
girl in bondage. It has wrought’ infinite 
mischief to human personality through all 
the ages. And it is still alive in our 
social order. When the Church rebukes 
the sordid gain of selfish men, they demand 
vociferously that we keep our hands off 


the “vested rights,” and stick to the “sim- 


ple gospel.” But the only rights that are 
vested in the will of God are human rights. 
And the supreme aim of the gospel is to 
apply the will of God to all human relation- 
ships. The message and ministry of the 
Church must needs continue to trouble all 
forms of business and pleasure that traffic 
in souls and destroy life and happiness. 

II. The Jail. Bruised and bleeding, 
Paul and Silas were thrust into prison. 
But they wasted no time with lamenting 
their unjust and eruel fate. They passed 
the night in devotions. Those bare walls, 
accustomed to curses and groans, rang 
with praise and prayer. And God heard 
them. An earthquake was His answer. 
Doors were opened, bonds were loosed, and 
freedom beckoned. 

I was a far ery from the gracious home 
and hospitality of Lydia to a filthy prison. 


Such a sudden reversal of fortune tests 


many a man’s faith beyond endurance. It 
makes him despair of God, and deny His 
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justice. But no man has more real religion 
than adversity reveals. Singing praises in 
prison is a far more effective witness to 
Christ than saying prayers by a river. The 
awestricken prisoners, listening to Paul 
and Silas in silent wonder, realized that 
these wounded and helpless men were the 
masters:of every fate. They were the cap- 
eee of their souls, because their ally was 
God. 

Ill. The Jailer. Aroused from his sleep, 
and seeing the open doors, the panie- 
stricken jailer concluded that his prisoners 
had escaped. Preferring instant death to 
the punishment that awaited him for neg- 
lect of duty, he was about to commit sui- 
cide. But Paul cried, “Do thyself no harm, 
for we are all here.” The surprised man, 
trembling with fear, prostrated himself be- 
fore his prisoners. He said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” Paul’s evangeli- 
cal answer, followed by instruction, led to 
the baptism of the jailer and of all his 
household. 

In the morning, the magistrate, fearful 
of the illegal imprisonment of the apos- 
tles, offered them an opportunity to leave 
the prison secretly. But Paul insisted upon 
his rights as a Roman citizen. He threw 
the magistrate into a panie by refusing to 
accept the offer. They came in haste, and, 
with many humble apologies, they besought 
the prisoners to leave the city. 

Many divers paths lead to Christ. Men 
may find peace in God through calm reflee- 
tion, and by intelligent surrender to His 
revealed will. Tempestuous experiences 
may drive shipwrecked mariners on the 
sea of life to seek shelter and safety in 
the harbor of God’s love. Lydia was moy- 
ed and won by Paul’s message. The slave- 
girl was touched and transformed by his 
kindly ministry. But it took an earth- 
quake to arouse the jailer to a sense of his 
supreme need. 

His conversion, then, is not a pattern 
for all, but, rather, one type among many; 
and, perhaps, the poorest of all. The es- 
sential elements in his conversion are not 
the earthquake, and the violence and sud- 
denness of his experience, but the quick- 
ened soul that cried unto God and the 
gracious God who responded with pardon 
and peace. Why tarry for earthquakes, or 
similar catastrophic experiences, to wring 
that ery of salvation from our needy souls? 
Though inarticulate, that need is there al- 
ways. And in the gospel of Jesus God has 
met that universal and eternal need of our 
souls graciously and abundantly. When 
men respond to the challenge of that gos- 
pel, “Repent and believe,” they are saved, 
no matter in what manner or by what 
agency it was mediated. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Oct. 4: What Jesus Teaches About 
Obedience. Matt. 7:20-27 

No one can study the life and teachings 
of Jesus without being impressed with the 
constant emphasis which He places upon 
obedience. He Himself was obedient to 
the will of His heavenly Father. He was 
subject to His parents. He said: “I de- 
light to do Thy will, O God.” “Not My 
will but Thine be done.” “I always do the 
things that please Thee.” “I have accom- 
plished the work which Thou gavest Me to 
do.” So in His teachings He laid great 
stress upon doing the will of God. He 
taught His disciples to pray: “Thy will be 
done.” He had little patience with mere 
profession, He demanded action. “He that 
doeth the will of My Father which is in 
heaven” shall enter into the Kingdom of 
heaven. He that doeth His sayings is a 
wise man. He that doeth the will of God 
shall know of the doctrine of God. Every- 
where the emphasis is upon obedience. 


Paul says of Jesus that He became obedi- — 


ent unto death and therefore God hath 


highly exalted Him. And again, He learn- — 
ed obedience through suffering. ee 


Now, obedience is not a popular we 
these days. People no longer want to 
ay’ 
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They want to have their own way in every- 
thing. Authority is spurned in every de- 
partment of life. Today, as never before, 
have we seen the breakdown of authority. 
The great word seems to be self-determina- 
tion. This is manifest in the home. Chil- 
dren no longer obey their parents, and if 
there is any obedience in the modern home 
it is usually the parents who obey their 
children. We see it in the school. Years 
ago the teacher laid down a lot of rules 
which the pupils were expected to obey. 
Obedience was enforced by the rod. But 
now all this is gone and the teacher has 
scarcely any authority over the pupils. We 
find it also in the State. At one time it 
was declared that the powers that be are 
ordained of God and the magistrate used 
the sword to bring his subjects into obedi- 
ence. When laws were made they were 
expected to be obeyed. But now all this 
has changed, and today we find a spirit of 
lawlessness and a revolt against authority 
that has become really alarming. People 
simply refuse to obey. They want their 
own way in everything and no one wants 
to be told what to do. 


And yet obedience lies at the basis of 
all order and progress. But the trouble 
with people is that they have a wrong 
conception of what obedience really means. 
It does not mean slavery, subjection, the 
crushing of one’s own will, but it means 
the highest freedom. There can be no 
freedom except as it comes through obedi- 
ence. If you obey any law you are its 
master, not its subject. Take, for instance, 
electricity. If I obey the laws of electric- 
ity I can put a copper bit into the mouth 
of the lightning and it will do my bidding; 
it will light my house and drive my ear. 
I am its master when I obey its laws. 
But if I disobey it will smite me and kill 
me. If I obey the laws of health I feel 
well and can go about my work, but if I 
disobey I feel ill and cannot work. If I 
obey the traffic signals I can proceed on 
my way without trouble, but if I disobey I 
am stopped and am hauled up before the 
magistrate and fined. It is so in every- 
thing—obey and you are master; disobey 
and you are enslaved. 

There is a very interesting story in the 
New Testament which illustrates this point. 
A certain Centurion whose servant was sick 
unto death, besought Jesus that He would 
come and heal him. When Jesus hesitated 
the Centurion said: “I am a man under au- 
thority and I say to this one come and he 
cometh, and to another go and he goeth.” 
Some folks think that the Centurion was 
a man of authority, and therefore he could 
command his soldiers, but the text says he 
was under authority and therefore he had 
power. He obeyed the officer that was 
above him and therefore he could exercise 
authority over those who were below him. 


Obedience, therefore, is readiness to en- 
ter into the plan and program of another. 
It is not a surrender of one’s will, but a 
free acceptance of something that is higher 
and better. That always lifts us up and 
invests us with more power. Jesus said: 
“T can of mine own self do nothing; as I 
hear I judge, and My judgment is just; 
because I seek not My own will but the 
will of the Father which hath sent Me.” 
Young people, therefore, make a very seri- 
ous mistake when they harbor the spirit 
of disobedience in their hearts. Obedience, 
of course, is not subjection or humiliation. 
It is not a cringing, cowardly attitude. It 
is not something that deprives folks of 
self-expression. It is rather an expression 
of self in harmony with something that is 
greater than self. It is the path to power. 
When, therefore, the Apostle says: ‘“Chil- 
dren, obey your parents,” or “Servants 
obey your masters,’ or “obey them that 
have the rule over you” he does not ask 
for the spirit of self-repression or self- 
abasement, but rather for a harmonious, 
co-operative relationship in which all may 
most fully realize themselves. Society is 
an organism like the human body. All the 
parts of the body must work together and 
each part perform its function in relation 
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to the whole body. If the hand or the 
foot were to rebel against the head there 
would be confusion and neither part would 
fully realize itself. It is only when each 
part works in obedience to all parts that 
all the parts will function normally and 
the body as a whole can fulfill its mission. 

The spirit of disobedience, therefore, 
never brings you very far. It frustrates 
your own life. This spirit of rebellion 
against authority whether in Church or 
State, which is so rampant today, is an 
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evidence of weakness rather than of 
strength in the body of society. It eventu- 
ally defeats itself. Lawlessness leads to 


PATHWAYS TO THE 
REALITY OF GOD 


By Rufus M. Jones 


ANY pathways lead to an understanding of the reality of God. There 
is the adventurous way of faith which by an invincible surmise 


achieves certainty. 


No less certain is the knowledge of the mystic, 


whose union with God by its very nature eludes description. The methods 
of science are helping men “to get clearer conceptions of where to look 
for ultimate reality and what kind of ultimate reality to expect,” while the 
testimony of history, whose events have been so largely shaped by ethical 
and spiritual ideals, points to a real Source of spiritual values. 

Turning to the life and message of Christ, Dr. Jones writes: “If we are 
to suppose that the universe in its loftiest aspects shows ‘a spiritual 


adventure’ already in process, we shall find the clearest evidence of such 
an adventure in the revelation of love which breaks through the life and 


death of Christ.” 


He proceeds from this to write of The Nature of 


Revelation, Spiritual Implications from the Nature of Experience, and The 


Immanence of God. 


by side the lofty beliefs of the great philosophers of the ages. 


His chapter on The God of Philosophy ranges side 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 


Sciences 
Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 


most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. 

Applications now being accepted for 
admission September 17, 1931. Write for 
catalog. 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
GreorceE L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Offers instruction providing a liberal 
education and special preparation for the 
ministry, religious education, law, public 
service, medicine, teaching, physical 
education, social service and business. 
Expenses held to a minimum. Freshman 
class limited to 200. Members of the 
Reformed Church advised to enroll early. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, JR. 
Assistant to the President 

Collegeville Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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anarchy and anarchy always spells ruin 
and disaster. Everything in the universe 
is held together by obedience to law. The 
stars in their courses move according to 
law. They can shine only as they obey, 
“singing as they shine, the hand that made 
us is divine.” Sun, moon and stars are 
obedient to law. Seasons come and go 
according to law. The sea knows its 
bounds. It moves in tidal waves which 
obey the laws that control them. The 
earth itself obeys the laws that govern it. 
Obedience marks every course and every 
recurring season. When once the universe 
forgets to obey it goes to smash. Cannot 
man learn the necessity of obedience from 
the world in which he lives? Can he not 
learn it from all the great and good who 
have ever lived upon this earth? Can he 
not learn it from Jesus who taught it by 
precept and example and whose way of life 
led Him to have dominion over all things? 


“Trust and obey! 

For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus 
Than to trust and obey.” 


A SUMMER IN ZURICH 
(Continued from Page 2) 


of cherries. I paid the huckster one-half 
a franc, he blessed the cherries and guar- 
anteed immunity from indigestion, and 
then extended his hand for a tip because 
of the blessing. The town is full of similar 
absurdities. 

Zurich is the place where Zwingli did his 
great work. It is not a tourist center, but 
it is the meeting place of trade routes from 
France to the East, and from Germany to 
Italy. The Cathedral, known as the Gross- 
munster, has beautiful old cloisters and a 
crowned statue of Charlemagne on one of 
the towers. There is nothing gorgeous in 
the interior, it is quite consistent with the 
spirit of Zwingli’s remonstrance against 
the imagery and the idolatry of Romanism. 
One of the impressive things about this 
Church is the fact that it is filled at every 
service, and at the organ concerts on Wed- 
nesday evenings, the Church is filled to 
overflow. It is in this Church where on 
Apr. 13, 1525, the Lord’s Supper was ob- 
served according to the Zwinglian liturgy, 
and the rupture with Romanism was a defi- 
nite fact. 

The Zwingli Museum, which occupies a 
portion of the public library in Zurich, is 
a place of real interest to the student. 
When the Greek New ‘Testament of 
Erasmus appeared in Basel in 1516, Zwingli 
copied from it the Pauline Epistles. This 
work is in the museum. The notes and 
references on the wide margins indicate 
that he was a thorough student of the 
Scriptures, especially the epistles. 

Kappel is the place where Zwingli died, 
on Wed., Oct. 11, 1531. In a battle be- 
tween the Cantons which accepted the 
Reformation and the Forest Cantons which 
were Roman Catholics, he was wounded 
by a spear, then was struck on the head 
by a stone, and was finally put out of his 
misery by a sword thrust. A beautiful 
monument marks the spot where he died. 

The following is the program which will 
be observed in commemoration of Zwingli’s 
death: Saturday, Oct. 10, an introductory 
service. The principal service will be held 
on Sunday, Oct. 11; °9.15 A. M., in the 
Grossmunster. At 2 P. M., a consecration 
service at the Zwinglistein on the battle- 
field of Kappel, and at 4.30 P. M., the 
Church bells of the Reformed Churches in 
the Canton of Zurich will ring for fifteen 
minutes. 

Lancaster, Pa. 


O Ba Tau Aaya 


THE REV. SAMUEL REED BRIDEN- 
BAUGH, D.D. 


Dr. Bridenbaugh, one of the outstanding 
ministers of our denomination, died on 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 

Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Has all the requisites essential for a 
good college. 

A Wide Variety of Courses 

A Strong and Competent Faculty 

A Well-Balanced Program of Students? 

Activities 

Modern Buildings Well Equipped 

$420 covers all College fees including 
board and room. 


Inquiries for further information 
welcomed. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 

Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 
of them; one hundred and twenty-four debates in 
twenty-three years—eighty-nine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 

For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


Massanutten Academy (1899) 
Woodstock, Virginia 


Reformed Church preparatory school for boys in 
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 140 miles 
south of Harrisburg, Pa. 3 
Splendidly equipped. Fully accredited. 
Write for catalog. 
HOWARD J. BENCHOFF, A.M., PD.D. 
Headmaster 


, 


Sunday morning, Aug. 23, at the age of 
82, after having served in the ministry of 
the Gospel for half a century. Except for 
the weaknesses of old age he enjoyed to 
the last a clear mind and sufficient strength 
of body to go about visiting relatives and 
friends. It was while visiting his sister, 
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Mrs. Carrie L. Burnham, at Greenville, 
Pa., that death came unexpectedly through 
a paralytic stroke. Dr. Bridenbaugh was 
born in Sinking Valley, Huntingdon Co., 
Pa., in 1849. He graduated from Franklin 
and Marshall College in 1871 and from the 
Theological Seminary, then located at Mer- 
cersburg, Pa., in 1875. While a student 
he did the work of private secretary for 
Drs. Nevin and Gerhart. Upon graduation 
he taught in Juniata Institute. His first 
charge was at Claysburg, Blair County, 
Pa., and included several rural congrega- 
tions. His later pastorates included Ber- 
lin, Pa.; Bloomsburg, Pa.; Church of the 
Ascension, Norristown, Pa.; Second Church, 
Reading; and Oak Lane, Philadelphia. His 
longest pastorate, 20 years, was in the 
Second Church of Reading. 


In 1876, Dr. Bridenbaugh was united in 
marriage to Lydia Ann Bowman, sister of 
the late Rev. Dr. John C. Bowman, Presi- 
dent of the Theological Seminary at Lan- 
easter. The union was blessed with three 
sons and one daughter. His wife and two 
sons, George and Paul, also preceded him 
in death, Paul being called to his reward 
just as he had completed an exceptional 
preparation for the Gospel ministry. Dr. 
Bridenbaugh served as a useful member of 
General Synod’s Board of Home Missions 
and in many other places of trust in the 
general work of the denomination and was 
long recognized as one of the ablest preach- 
ers in our Church. 


Besides his son, John H., Attorney-at-law 
and Referee in Bankruptcy, with whom Dr. 
Bridenbaugh made his home in recent years 
at Sinking Spring, Pa., he is survived by 
three brothers, Howard and Nevin, at 
Martinsburg, Pa., and Charles, of Oak 
Lane, Philadelphia; and two sisters, Mrs. 
Burnham, Greenville, Pa., and Mrs. Ella 
Hahn, Philadelphia, widow of the late Rev. 
Frederick B. Hahn. 


The funeral service was held Thursday 
afternoon, Aug. 27, from the home of his 
son at Sinking Spring, near Reading. The 
services were in charge of the Rev. David 
B. Clark, pastor of the Bausman Memorial 
Church, Wyomissing, of which the family 
are members and where Dr. Bridenbaugh 
frequently took part in Communion and 
other services. In accordance with the 
wishes of our departed brother, the sermon 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Lee M. 
Erdman. Rey. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, 
a fellow-student in the Seminary, offered 
prayer, and the Rev. Dr. Thomas H. Lein- 
bach assisted at the interment in the fam- 
ily plot in the Charles Evans Cemetery, 
Reading. The “Messenger” is glad to give 
herewith an excerpt of the beautiful and 
comforting discourse of Dr. Erdman, from 
the text I Cor. 4:2: “It is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful.” 


Dr. Erdman said: “A steward is one 
who is entrusted with affairs of another. 
He administers as a trustee. And to him 
from whom he derives authority he again 
renders an account. It is a New Testa- 
ment term which is frequently used of 
ministers of the gospel. ‘Let a man so 
account of us as ministers of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.’ And 
again we hear the words ‘Stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.’ And today, as 
we are assembled here in sacred memory 
of one who was revered as father, pastor 
and friend during a long lifetime; as we 
unite our hearts in worship, shall it not be 
in glad triumphant celebration of the vic- 
tory of faith, as evidenced in the faithful- 
ness of our departed friend and father in 
God? 


“We who were colleagues and fellow- 
laborers with him, we who frequently look- 
ed to him for guidance and counsel, were 
always conscious of the sincerity and earn- 
estness of his ministry. He spoke and 
wrought as one under bond. His steward- 
ship was very real to him. Hence the 
fervency and insistence of his utterance. 
He was under compulsion to proclaim the 
truth as he saw it. ‘Woe is me if I preach 
not the gospel.’ There was nothing luke- 
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ACME SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOSTER TOKENS 


Tonic for Sunday School Spirit 
Stimulating Rally Day Souvenirs 


00 NOT 


EIGHT BRILLIANT AND BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS. GOLD EMBOSSED. 
MARGINS MILLED OFF LIKE MONEY. MADE OF HEAVY CARDBOARD. 


TWO INCHES IN DIAMETER. 


On the face of each token or coin is attractively displayed a pithy saying, 
simple enough to be understood by Sunday School members very generally. These 
have been worked out to enrich thought about the worth of the Sunday School. 
An interesting symbol illustrates each of them. On the other side is found a sup- 


porting statement, strikingly lettered. 


Many of your members will desire the whole set of eight tokens. 
Distribute them as Rally Day mementoes. 


Give them out as recognitions for merit in Attendance, New Members 
Brought, Punctuality, Memorization, ete., ete. 


Use them in new member campaigns. 
Sold in assorted packages at $1.25 per hundred. 


“BIBLE TRIBUTE” RALLY DAY 
BUTTON 


In Full Color 


A celluloid button with a tribute to 
the Bible as its slogan, beautifully lith- 
ographed in brilliant blue against a gold 
background. Price, $2.00 per hundred. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


warm or ambiguous in his nature. ‘A 
glowing heart I bring thee, O Lord.’ Harn- 
estness is a by-product of faith. As we 
have faith in the gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, His Kingdom is a 
reality to us. Righteousness and evil are 
not figments of the imagination, the crea- 
tions of our fancies, but are known as 
present realities at work in the hearts of 
men. To the skeptic and the scoffer of 
course this means nothing. He can afford 
to have an unruffled calmness in all situa- 
tions, for nothing matters. Moral indig- 
nation is impossible for those to whom 
morality is a matter of relativity, of how 
we look at things, and has no divine sanc- 
Truth is something to be conjured 
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TO CLOSE OUT A LIMITED STOCK! 
Special at 40c Per Hundred 


Button No. 106 


Rally Day Button in Colors 


Inspiring design. 


with and made sport of by those who know 
not Him who is the truth. But, not so 
with him who knows himself as a steward 
of the manifold grace of God. He does not 
stand in the twilight zone of no-man’s 
land; he takes his place on the battlements 
of Zion and discerns between light and 
darkness and speaks of good and evil in no 
uncertain tones. We admired Dr. Briden- 
baugh because we knew where he stood. 
We honored him because we recognized the 
earnestness and sincerity of his convic- 
tions. And so today when only too often 
‘the native hue of resolution is sicklied 
o’er by the pale cast of thought’, it is re- 
freshing and heartening to have known 
one who retained his sense of stewardship 
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and obligation, yea, who was warrior in 
the things of the spirit im old age and 
whose trumpet gave no uncertain sound. 

“Because of his sense of stewardship, he 
labored so industriously in his study and 
in the pastoral field. His gifts of mind 


and heart were brought under the stern 
discipline of labor that he might offer his 
best gifts to the service of God. He knew 
the stern discipline of the pen. He paid 
the price of those who have learned to 
write. Some one has said that a great 
book is the distilled life-blood of a great 
master. And thus with great sermons. 


They are not puckered out of thin air by 
some magic gesture. As you listened, times 
without number, to the moving utterances 
of this gifted preacher of God, you must 
have realized that here you beheld the 
natural gifts of man, enriched by unre- 
mitting labor and transfigured and per- 
meated by the grace of God. 

“And yet today perhaps we do not think 
primarily of his mental culture and gifts 
of leadership which placed him so high in 
the councils of his denominations. 


‘It is by God decreed 
Fame shall not satisfy the highest need.’ 


We love to think of his faithfulness in 
what are sometimes called the little things 
of life. Of course in the economy of God 
there is neither great nor small. The 
steward who is faithful in a little is faith- 
ful also in much. Our friend took time to 
be faithful in the little things of life, so 
often forgotten—the pastoral calls and 
ministration to the sorrowing and ill; the 
visit or the letter of welcome to one who 
came as a stranger, as I did, to this com- 
munity a quarter of a century ago. He 
found time to counsel his younger brethren 
and to speak well of successors in his pul- 
pits (sometimes this last practice is a severe 
test of a minister’s character). We re- 
member how he had a place for little chil- 
dren in his affections and delighted to call 
them by name and to tell them stories from 
his own experiences of youth. These are 
precious memories which you delight to 
cherish. As was said of another, so we 
may say today, ‘Were every one to whom 
he did some loving service to bring a blos- 
som to his grave, he would sleep tonight 
beneath a wilderness of flowers.’ 


“We sometimes spoke of Dr. Briden- 
baugh as a gentleman of the old school. 
It was to my mind a worthy and signifi- 
cant characterization. In the midst of the 
scramble and rush of these latter days, in 
contrast to its rudeness and crudeness, 
there was ever to be found in him the 
dignity and courtesy of an elder day. 
‘Manners maketh the man.’ True manners 
are not outward appendages of life. They 
have their root within. They are outward 
expressions of an inward grace. They mark 
in the Christian the delicacy of feeling, 
the sympathetic appreciation of the situa- 
tions of others which enable him to rightly 
relate himself to them. The steward being 
under authority is able to exercise au- 
thority. 

“And now this life so rich in good works, 
so manifold in labors for his Master, has 
gone forth. As the ripened sheaves are at 
present being gathered into garners, so 
in the mellowed and sweetened ripeness 
of old age he has been taken from us by 
the Great Harvester. Mingled with the 
sadness of farewell shall be the greater 
note of rejoicing as we celebrate the vic- 
tory of the faith, as was evidenced in the 
faithfulness of this steward of the Most 
High. His works abide in the congrega- 
tions and in the hearts of that great com- 
pany of people who have been made better 
by his presence. And, trusting in the sure 
promises of God, we believe that he also 
abides. ‘This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.’ 


‘Now the laborer’s task is 0’er; 


Now the battle day is past; 

Now upon a distant shore 

Lands the voyager at last. 

Father, in Thy gracious keeping, 
Leave we now Thy servant sleeping’.” 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


ASSORTMENT—A large variety of most attractive cards. 
COLOR—The cards are colored to suit the tastes of the most 


fastidious. 


ARTISTIC DESIGNS—which will appeal to young and old. 


VERSES—the kind you will read the second time. 


Christmas spirit. 


Full of the 


SPECIALLY PRICED and sold in the following packets: 


PACKET No. 1 


PACKET No. 2 
price, 50c 


PACKET No. 3 
PACKET No. 4 
BOX No. 5 


contains 10 special designs for children, price, 20c 
contains 18 cards intended to send to your relatives, 


contains 24 cards, assorted designs, price, 25c 
contains 16 cards, assorted designs, price, 
contains 16 cards, assorted designs, price, 


50c 
75¢e 


Board of 


Christian Education of the Reformed 


Church 


in the United States 


1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


MRS. ELI 8S. HAMME 


Mrs. Eli 8. Hamme died at her home near 
Sinsheim, Pa., Aug. 29, 1931. She was the 
daughter of Andrew and Mary Ann Rohr- 
baugh, and was born near Brodbeck’s, Pa., 
July 2, 1857. She and her husband had 
suffered an attack of influenza last Febru- 
ary, to which Mr. Hamme succumbed, Feb. 
28. She never fully recovered from the 
attack and followed her husband six months 
later. Mr. and Mrs. Hamme were the 
parents of 15 children, 10 of whom sur- 
vive them, among them being Andrew R. 
Hamme, a business man of Hanover, Pa.; 
Prof. Edwin R. Hamme, professor of Old 
Testament Science in the Central Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dayton, O., and Prof. 
Herbert R. Hamme, professor of Modern 
Languages in Gettysburg College, Gettys- 
burg, Pa. The other children are Milton 
R. Hamme, Brodbeck’s, Pa.; Stanley R. 
Hamme, Hanover, Pa.; Mrs. Calvin S. 
Rohrbaugh, Brodbeck’s, Pa.; Mrs. Neff, 
York, Pa.; Mrs. Chester F. Miller, Brod- 


’ beck’s, Pa.; Mrs. Olivia Himes, Thomas- 


ville, Pa., and Mrs. Charles Thoman, Seven 
Valleys, Pa. 


Mrs. Hamme was a good mother and pos- 
sessed those qualities which endeared her 
to all who knew her. She was a faithful 
and devoted member of St. Jacob’s (Stone) 
Church, Brodbeck’s, Pa., for many years, 
and of which all her children became mem- 
bers. The funeral services were held Sept. 
1, 1931, with brief services at her late 
home and concluding services and burial 
at St. Jacob’s (Stone) Church. Her pastor, 
Rey. Paul D. Yoder, officiated at the serv- 
ices, assisted by Rev. N. W. Sechler, York, 
Pa., a former pastor. The services were 
attended by a large number of relatives 
and friends. P: Ds Y. 


ELDER GUSTAVE A. STRASSBURGER 


Mr. Gustave A. Strassburger, son of 
Gottlieb and Johanna Strassburger, was 
born in Town Herman, Sheboygan County, 
Wisconsin, Aug. 5, 1872. He was baptized 
in infaney by Dr. Ruetenik and in youth 
had his Christian faith confirmed as a 
member of the Immanuel Reformed Church 
in Town Herman, in the pastorate of the 
late Dr. C, T. Martin. His boyhood he 
lived on the farm of his father. In early 
life he taught in the public schools in the 
country and then came to Sheboygan as 
teacher of German and music. 


With his partner, Mr. E. W. Schulz, he 
organized the Northfield Company of She- 


boygan, in which he held the position of- 


secretary and treasurer. ‘Through this . 
company and its activity he became widely 
known because of its progress and success. 


' His activity and interests reached out 
into the public life of this city. He was 
instrumental in organizing the Association 
of Commerce, served in the capacity of 
president, continuing his activity until his 
death. He served as a member of the 
School Board of the city, also filling the 
position of president for a time. He was 
a director of the Building and Loan Asso- 
ciation of Sheboygan. ‘ 


Mr. Strassburger’s Church affiliations 
have been, since his coming to Sheboygan 
in 1899, with the Zion Reformed Church, 
where he remained a faithful and loyal 
member until his death. His activity in 
his Church extended itself widely. He was 
one of the organizers of the choir, and 
remained an active promoter until a few 
years ago. He served as an elder in the 
Consistory of his Church for a period of 
approximately 22 years, was superintendent 
of the Sunday School and active in other 2 
organizations until his physician advised 
less responsibility for his health’s sake, 
He represented his Church in Classis and 
Synod sessions upon responsible committees 
in Synod and General Synod, was at one : 
time a member of the Board of the Central | 
Publishing House, Cleveland, Ohio, repre- : 
senting Northwest Synod, and was at the - 
time of his death a member of the Board 7 ae 
of the Mission House College and Seminary 8 
in Town Herman. He took an active part 
in the organizing and supporting of the 
three missions of the Reformed Church in 
this city, namely: Ebenezer, Grace at 
Kohler, and St. Paul on the South Side. 
In his Church work he became widely 
known for his sane judgment, his vision, 
and was always highly respected for his — 
opinions. } 
On Dec. 28, 1899, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Amalie Karth in Symeo, — 
Wis. All of the married life was lived in 
Sheboygan; 7 children (38 sons and 4 
daughters) graced this home. One son died — H 
in infancy. Mr. Strassburger had been 
battling certain physical ailments for some — 
years, but was apparently in fairly good — 
health. His last illness was of but a few 
days’ duration. He passed on, on Monday, — 
Sept. 7, having attained the age of 59 — 
years, 1 month and 2 days, leaving to 
mourn their loss the widow, the 6 eh 
dren, a son-in-law and grandson, 1 broth 
and 1 sister, together with many 
near relatives and friends, who mour 
not as those who have no hope. i 


